CttauraweaHh to monitor S. African poHs 

LIMASSOL (AP) — The Commonwealth said Sunday it will 
send up to 70 representatives to monitor South Africa's first 
multi-racial elections in April, malting the largest such 
operation in its history. They -will also help in preparations for 
the b&Bot and in “policing duties” to toy to stem political 
violence, Coauiumwealth Secretary-General Chief Emeka 
Anyaofar of Nigeria announced. Over a weekend break during 
a five-day summit, the Commonwealth leaders decided on 
what Mr. Anyaokn called "a significant role” in the April 27 
elections. African .National Congress leaders had pressed in 
the fringes of the summit for closer involvement both in the 
election and in training Mack South Africans for top jobs by 
Commonwealth, the association of Britain and 49 former 
colonies- 


-_T1 


Arab political 


MOGADISHU (AP) — Submachine gunfire crackled across central 
Mogadishu on Sunday on the eve of a protest that threatens to explode 
into 'dan violence. Somalis said two people were killed and three 
wounded in an hour-long shootout over a water well. The gunfight was 
adjacent to the Kilometre Four traffic circle in the southern stronghold 
of General Mohammad Farah Aideed, whose supporters held their 
regular Sunday rally barely I.S kilometre away. It was not dear if 
those in the shootout were affiliated with Gen Aideed or his 
opponents. Gen. Aideed’s deputy, Mohammad Nur Aliyo, repeated 
warnings against a demonstration scheduled for Monday. Protesters 
plan to cross the green line dividing rival dan leader Atf Mahdi 
Mohammad's territory from South Mogadishu (see page 2). Tens of 
thousands of people are expected. "If they come over, we are not 
responsible for what will happen," Mr. Aliyo told hundreds of 
cheering people at the rally. “They want this to create problems, not ! 
support peace." Mr. Ali Mahdi broadcast a message Saturday night 
saying, "if anyone tries to interfere, we will cross by force.” More guns 1 
were seen on the streets, and both sides reportedly were aiming 
themselves. 
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Blast near Tel Aviv 
French embassy . 

TEL AVIV (AP) — An ex- 
plosive device blew up on a 
Tel Aviv beach across the 
street from the French 
embassy on Sunday in an 
apparent attack, police said. 
There were no injuries or 
damages'. Tbe explosive de- 
vices were buried in the sand 
and went off near a group of 
sun umbrellas and lounge 
chairs being used by British 
and Swedish tourists, Israel 
Radio said, noting that it was 
a miracle that no one was 
hurt. The beach, usually 
packed on Saturdays, was not 
crowded Sunday, the radio 
added. Police said they did 
not know when the devices 
were buried. Army radio said 
the station received an 
anonymous call from the 
splinter anti-Arab group 
Kahane Chai who said they 
planted tbe explosives to pro- 
test Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat’s visit to France. 

UNHCR unable to 
confirm Iraqi attack 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The Un- 
ited Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees said here 
Sunday it could not confirm 
reports of a chemical attack 
by the Iraqi army against 
Shi'ite Muslims in southern 
Iraq. A UNHCR official told 
AFP that the - organisation 
had not received any first- 
hand reports. “We normally 
bear or receive information 
about such incidents if they 
are true,” he said. "But 
UNHCR will continue to 
search for news on the re- 
ports.” 

1 killed, 72 hurt 
in Egypt {all riot 

CAIRO (AFP) — A fun- 
damentalist was killed and 72 
other militants and police- 
men were injured when 
security forces broke up a 
hostage-taking by Islamic 
militants at a prison here 
Sunday, police said. The 
trouble broke out when the 
militants tried to stop a 
search of their cells in tbe 
high security wing of Abu 
Zaabal prison in the northern 
suburbs of Cairo. They held 
several warders hostage in 
their cells before security 
forces moved in, killing one 
militant and wounding 56 
others, police said. Sixteen 
policemen, including six 
officers, were wounded in the 
fighting. The militants had 
large quantities of sharp in- - 
struments in their cells, 
police said. 


Quake shakes Mexico 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — A 
strong quake measuring ab- 
out 6.8 on the Richter scale 
struck this capital early Sun- 
day morning, rattling build- 
ings and alarming residents, 
but there were no reports of 
damage or injuries. Many re- 
sidents left their apartment 
buildings and came out into 
tbe streets in their pajamas 
and nightgowns when the 
temblor struck at about 1:55 
a.m. local time (7:55 GMT), 
but later went back inside. 
Tbe quake lasted at least two 
minutes. 

Ghall wonts new 
Bosnia conference 

CAIRO (AP) — U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali said Sunday be hopes 
to launch a new international 
conference on Bosnia like the 
one held m London in Au- 
gust 1992. Dr. Ghali told 
reporters as be left for Lon- 
don that such a meeting could 
provide “a new initiative to 
get die situation out of its 
present stagnation. The U.N. 
official saidhe will dismiss the. 
idea with British officials dur- 
ing meetings Monday and 
hopes to win the approval of 
concerned parties and tbe 
U.N. Security Council. Dr. 
Ghali was in Cairo following 
an African tour that included 
a visit to Somalia, which he 


Israel delays release of 
detainees by one day 


Combined agency dispatches 


ISRAEL WELL start releasing 
760 Palestinian prisoners on 
Monday under a deal strode 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Econo- 
mics Minister Shimon Shetreet 
announced Sunday. 

Tbe Palestinians will be 
freed in stages, starting with 
tbe sick, women, and those 
under 18 or older than 50. 

They must also “support 
peace and not have blood on 
their hands” which means they 
must never have killed or 
wounded anyone, Mr. Shetreet 
said after the weekly cabinet 
meeting. 

“It was decided on 760. The 
release will be gradual and is 
built on a number of categor- 
ies. Tbe categories are not 
automatic, there is a filtering 
system and a system of consid- 
erations," Mr. Shetreet told 
reporters following the cabinet 
meeting. 

He told reporters the release 
would begin on Monday and 
added that those to be freed 
were chosen for their support 
of the peace talks. 

In Cairo Saturday, tbe PLO 
announced that Israel would 
free on Sunday 760 of the 
thousands of Palestinian pris- 
oners it holds. 

But an army statement Sun- 
day said that Israel's defence 
establishment was still making 
decisions on the release 
according to the criteria set 
during tire peace talks in Taba. 

During peace talks in Taba 
last week, Israel agreed to be- 
gin releasing Palestinian pris^ 
oners starting this week. In tbe 
first stage, only those under 18 
and above 50, women and rick 
prisoners will be released, 
according to the agreement. 

Ziad Abu Ziad, a Palesti- 
nian negotiator from Taba, 
told Israel army radio that 
.when talks reconvened this' 
week, tbe issue of Palestinians 
held without trial would be 
raised. 

“The next stage should in- 


clude the administrative pris- 
oners,” Mr. Abu Ziad said. 
“Imagine that for years now 
205 administrative prisoners 
have been sitting in jails that 
were not charged with any- 
thing.” 

Under British mandate law, 
Israel has used administrative 
detention to jail Palestinians 
without trial for up to year. 
The detention can also be ex- 
tended. 

Environment Minister Yossi 
Sarid told reporters after Sun- 
day's cabinet meeting that “un- 
doubtedly there will be 
another release but it is a 
matter for negotiations.” 

Most of the prisoners to be 
freed are held m detention 
centres in Meguido. in centra) 
Israel, and Retriot, southern 
Israel, Israeli newspapers said. 

The total number of Palesti- 
nian prisoners held by Israel is 
estimated at 12,000 by the In- 
ternational Committee of the 
Red Cross, but only 9,500 
according to Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

Israel and the PLO have said 
that tbe prisoner release was 
aimed at advancing the peace 
process and preventing vio- 
lence. 

Israel last week freed the 
longest serving Palestinian 
prisoner after 21 years in jail. 

The Palestinians wanted all 
prisoners covered by the cate- 
gories to be up for release, 
regardless of their political affi- 
liations. 

But Israel has insisted on 
exceptions, such as Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin, head of the 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas). 

Deputy Defence Minister 
Moraechai Gur told Israel 
Radio that the prisoner release 
“wfll not jeopardise security ” 

The release has prompted 
strong criticism from tbe right- 
wing opposition Likud party, 
which is opposed to the auton- 
omy deal. 


During die cabinet meeting, 
relataives of three Israeli sol- 
diers missing since tbe Jewish 
.state’s 1982 invasion of Leba- 
non held a sit-in opposite the 
prime minister's office, deman- 
ding that no prisoners be re- 
leased until the fate of their 
loved ones was revealed. 

Meanwhile a new grouping 
formed by two hardline 
Palestinian groups, the Orga- 
nisation for the Defence of 
Freedom, called Sunday for 
justice for some 200 to 300 
non-Palestinian Arabs lan- 
guishing in Israeli jails. 

“These prisoners, who came 
from Lebanon, Syria, Jordan 
and Egypt, fought hand-in- 
band with the Palestinian peo- 
ple for their cause... and now 
they are forgotten by every- 
one, even tbe Palestinian de- 
legation (negotiating with 
Israel),” said Ali Jadeb, a sup- 
porter of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
who himself spent 17 years in 
Israel jails. * • 

Mr. Jadeh was speaking at a 
press conference in Arab East 
Jerusalem, which was also 
attended by dozens of Arab 
women carrying pictures of 
their detained loved ones. 

PLO officials said Israel 
wanted to free Palestinian pris- 
oners after the withdrawal of 
its troops from the West Bank' 
town of Jericho and Gaza and 
the handover to Palestinian 
police next year but the PLO 
did not want to wait that long. 

“We are trying our best to 
secure tbe release of the big- 
gest possible number but the 
Israelis are objecting ■ and 
saying ‘when die Palestinian 
force is established then we 
will release everybody,” said 
PLO official in Cairo. 

Palestinian delegates said 
the PLO team spent hours 
trying to persuade Israel to. 
release Sheikh Yassin nnder 
instructious^frcguL PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat, but the 
Israelis rejected the idea out of 
hand. 


for U.N. peacekeeping forces 
in the troubled country. He 
said his contacts with African 
leaders were aimed at achiev- 
ing reconciliation among war- 
ring SomaK factions. 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Mus- 
lim fundamentalists opposed to 
Arab-Israeli peace talks 
announced Sunday they kid- 
napped and killed two Israeli 
sokuers in the occupied Gaza 
Strip. 

In a statement telefaxed to 
the Associated Press in Am- 
man, Hamas said its military 
branch, Izzeddine A1 Qassem 
Brigades, was responsible for 
“the kidnapping and the killing 
of two Israeli soldiers in a 
heroic operation." 

Ibrahim Ghosheh, a Jordan- 
based spokesman for Hamas, 
confirmed the killing report. 
He said he did not have de- 
tailed information. 

Israeli, sources said unknown 
assailants killed two Israeli sol- 
diers in the Gaza Strip Sunday. 

The two reservists were 
hitchhiking and were picked np 
by Palestinians disguised as re- 
ligious Jews, wearing kippa 
caps on their beads, in a stolen 
Israeli van near the settlement 
of Feat Sadeh, tbe sources 
ss:d. 

When they got on board, the 
Palestinians shot the two sol- 
diers dead at point blank 
range, abandoning the vehicle 
and dumping their bodies by 
the roadside after dragging 
them along the ground for 
some 700 metres. 

The one-page Hamas state- 
ment said the attack was laim- 
ched early Sunday near the 
town of Khan Yunis. Jt said 
M-16 rifles were taken from 
the soldiers as well as one of 
the soldier’s identification card 
and his checkbook. 

The Arabie-Ianguage state- 
ment, telefaxed from the occu- 
pied territories, was typed on a 
paper bearing the group s let- 
terhead. It also Included an 
illegible copy of tbe officer’s 
ID card and notebook at the 
bottom of the page. 

Addressing Israeli Prime 


Minister Yitzhak Rabin, the 
statement said: “Rabin ... 
should know that the process 
of settling scores wiD continue 
until doomsday.” 

“We have promised you that 
AI Qassem Brigades’ fire will 
target the skulls of the Jews 
and we have vowed that we 
will respond to the plot which 
Rabin and his dogs are trying 
to pass to humiliate our peo- 
ple,” the statement said, 
addressing Palestinians. 

It was referring to the peace 
accord signed by the PLO and 
Israel Sept. 13. 

Mr. Rabin said Sunday the 
PLO has stuck to its word and 
not committed a single attack 
on Israelis since it signed the 
autonomy accord. 

“Since Sept. 13, violence in 
the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank has dropped by 50 per 
cent. The PLO has stuck to its 
tide of the declaration of prin- 
ciples,” tbe premier said. 

“It has not committed a sing- 
le terrorist act in Israel or the 
occupied territories,” he told 
journalists during a walkabout 
here. 

But he said hardline Palesti- 
nian groups who opposed the 
accord has launched an all-out* 
campaign to scupper peace. 

“Hamas, the Islamic Jihad 
and the rejectionist front are 
doing ali they can to increase 
terrorism. We are going to 
carry on fighting those 
opposed to peace on Doth sides 
(Israelis and Palestinians) and 
implement the declaration of 
principles with those who sup- 
port it,” Mr. Rabin said. 

“The situation is extremely 
delicate because there is still 
no peace, there is wily an 
agreement which constitutes a 
significant step on the road to 
peace, but which is nonetheless 
still only a step.” 

"Organisations opposed to 
peace will continue to try to 


sabotage the accord and will 
bit at Jews and Israelis in the 
hope of provoking a hostile 
reaction in the heart of the 
Israeli population,” he said. 

Shooting between suppor- 
ters and opponents of the 
Israel-PLO peace plan in the 
Gaza Strip left a woman bys- 
tander dead Sunday,- and tbe 
Fateh faction called an alert try 
to prevent assassinations after 
a thud prominent activist was 
killed last week. 

It was the second shoot out 
in Rafah refugee camp in as 
many days between members 
of the mainstream PLO Fateh 
faction, known as the Hawks, 
and the Eagles of the Popular 
Front of me Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP). 

Mariam Jouda, 23, from 
Rafah, was shot in the head 
outside her house while watch- 
ing the clash. 

The woman, scheduled to be 
married in two days, was pro- 
nounced dead at Nasr hospital 
in nearby Khan Yunis, Arab 
reporters said. 

They said 15 others were 
wounded in scuffles between 
the two sides. 

Palestinian sources said that 
Fateh was putting its adherents 
cm high alert following the 
killing Thursday of Assad Saf- 
tawi, a 58-year-old founder of 
the movement. 

Possible targets will be 
assigned body guards and 
3,000 of its adherents will be 
organised into security patrols 
within 48 hours, said the 
sources. 

The killings of three Fateh 
activists have been blamed on 
an internal fight between youn- 
ger members who organised 
the intrfeda who dc net want to 
be supplanted by an older gen- 
eration involved in the negotia- 
tions with Israel on assuming 
control of tbe area. 


Islamists insist they are victimised 
by government in election campaign 


By Suhair Obeidat 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Islamic Ac- 
tion Front (IAF) Sunday ac- 
cused the government of 
stepping up what it described 
as a campaign aimed at tight- 
ening the front’s manoeuvra- 
bility and diluting its support 
in the runup to the Nov. 8 
elections. 

Security forces had sur- 
rounded and entered the IAF 
headquarters in Shmeisani 
and prevented journalists 
from covering a press confer- 
ence Sunday until the front 
solved the issue with govern- 
ment officials. Dr. Ishak 
Far ha n, the IAF secretary 
general, said. 

The press conference was 
called for so that the media 
would meet with the 37 IAF 
members - employed at the 
Ministry of Education who 
were transferred from their 
positions to various governo- 
rs tes for' their alleged in- 
volvement in the election 
campaigns of the front, 
according to a front state- 
ment. 

The Election Law bans 
civil servants from campaign 
ing for any candidate while 
'the political parties law 
allows them to join political 
parties. 

Dr. Farhan said the press 


conference — minus the 
transferred civil servants — 
that tbe IAF differs with the 
government’s interpretation 
of the law that civil servants’ 
political activity should be 
restricted to casting their 
votes. 

“I had to call a number of 
government officials and only 
when we promised that the 
transferred employees would 
not attend was the front 
allowed to go ahead with 
holding the press confer- 
ence,” Dr. Farhan told re- 
porters. 

“These arbitrary actions 
reflect the unseriousness with 
which the government deals 
with the constitution, laws 
and regulations,” Dr. Farhan 
read from a prepared state- 
ment. 

“(They) constitute an in- 
fringement on the rights of 
citizens and parties, a serious 
threat to the democratic pro- 
cess and a strong indication 
that the government is not 
ensuring the integrity of the 
elections,” he added. 

He said the IAF would 
take the “necessary democra- 
tic measures” to face the 
alleged attempts to pressure 
its members, candidates and 
supportes. These measures 
will indude reconsidering the 
front's participation in the 
elections, he said. 


The government had ear- 
lier rejected similar charges 
made by the front insisting 
that it was acting within the 
law. ’ 

Dr. Farhan said that no 
reason was given for the 
security forces’ actions, 
which, he asserted, violated 
the political parties law. 

He said police did not fol- 
low the legal procedures 
which require a search war- 
rant before entering the 
building. 

Dr. Farhan di missed a sug- 
gestion that a deal was struck 
with tbe government. “We 
did not succumb to pressure 
either. We just realise that 
the democratisation process 
has not fully matured yet." 

Dr. Farhan claimed that 
the security forces were sum- 
moning IAF supporters 
among dvil servants and 
asking them not to partici- 
pate in the election cam- 
paign. 

Dr. Farhan said the IAF 
had called an emergency 
meeting of the executive 
office m order to decide 
whether the front should call 
the shura (consultative) 
council into session to formu- 
late tbe front's response to 
the recent events. 

Dr. Farhan said it was still 
early to say whether the front 
will withdraw from the elec- 


tions. “We have the right, as 
citizens and as the largest 
party, to participate in the 
political process and we have 
guarantees from His Majesty 
King Hussein that the elec- 
tions will be free and hon- 
est." 

Dr. Farhan, however, de- 
nied that the front had given 
the government an ultimatum 
to "stop these acts.” 

He said the transferred em- 
ployees would sue the gov- 
ernment on an individual 
basis and the front was debat- 
ing whether to sue the gov- 
ernment for banning it from 
holding public rallies. “This 
is illegal. We differ with tins 
government and the prime 
minister in specific on these 
issues,” he said. 

Dr. Farhan said that the 
level of coordination between 
the IAF, which is the political 
arm of the Muslim Brother- 
hood, and other parties, was 
not satisfactory. He said, 
however, that the parties 
were in agreement that the 
government was practising 
“electoral irregularities." 

“We face the same hur- 
dles,” he said. 

Dr. Farhan said that he 
had requested an audience 
with King Hussein to discuss 
the party's reservations about 
the government’s actions. 


Hamas claims killing 2 Israelis; 
Rabin says PLO keeping word 


Electoral changes seen to have 
produced lacklustre campaigning 


By Ayman Al Safadi ^ 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The introduc- 
tion of the one-person, one- 
vote formula into the elector- 
al process, the failure of par- 
liamentary aspirants to pre- 
sent a well-defined political 
agenda and government 
limitations on campaigning 
have rendered the race for 
tbe 1993 election both lack- 
luster and devoid of any se- 
rious debate of the major 
issues facing tbe country, 
politicians and analysts say. 

“Compared to tire 1989 
election campaign, this cam- 
paign is dead,” said Mustafa 
Hamarneh, director of the 
Centre for Strategic Studies 
at the University of Jordan. 

Politicians and analysts . 
agree that parliamentary 
candidates have failed to give 
any momentum to the cam- 
paign, despite expectations 
that dramatic developments 
in the peace process aud 
other economic and political 
issues would transform tbe 
1993 race into heated debate 
on the country’s domestic 
and foreign policy. 

Clearly absent from the 
electoral campaign are issues 
as weighty as tbe Palestinian- 
Israeli self-rule deal, Jordan's 
agreement on ah agenda for' 
peace negotiations with 
Israel, the economic adjust- 
ment programme and the 
democratisation process, 
observers say. 

Replacing the bloc-voting 
system with the one-person, 
one-vote formula has played 
a negative .role that led to 
limiting the scope of cam- 
paigning to issues of direct 
. concern to the districts in 
which candidates are run- 
ning, said Dr. Hamarneh. 

Under tbe bloc-voting sys- 
tem, which was changed in 
August despite strong 
opposition from many politic- 
al parties in the country, vo- 
ters bad as many votes as the 
number of - parliamentary 
seats allocated for their con-* 
slituencies and that sent 
candidates vying for the 
second and third ballot^ of 
voters, a seasoned political 
analyst said. 

The one-person, one-vote 
system has limited the consti- 
tuency of candidates to their 
immediate locality, signifi- 
cantly reducing the unde- 
cided votes outside the im- 



Banners are plenty in town but substance is 
(Photo by Aynsfey Floyd) 


misting from most 


mediate districts for which 
candidates can compete. 

Under the new electoral 
rules, “basically, the audi- 
ence is so limited,” said the 
analyst, who did not want to 
be identified by name. 

“It is now very difficult to 
go out and get votes from 
(other constituencies),” said 
Dr. Hamarneh. 

And since most of the 
candidates are running as 
representatives of tribes and 
small localities where person- 
al relations prevail, candi- 
dates are almost assured of 
the votes of their supporters. 

Candidates did not there- 
fore need to launch large 
campaigns and their focus is 
restricted to issues of direct 
significance to the constituen- 
cy of candidates, said the 
analyst. “National issuer- r.re 
no: given z chance. " 

The analyst, who hre cam- 
paigned against changing the 
Election Law, said that by 


cancelling the possibility of 
forming alliances among 
candidates, “the one-person, 
one vote formula has killed 
the system of promoting plat- 
forms." 

The uncertainty about 
holding the elections on their 
scheduled time after the sign- 
ing of the Palestine Libera-*, 
tion Organisation (PLO)- 
Israel accord on Sept. 13 has 
dampened the enthusiasm for 
the elections, observers say. 

They say that the election 
campaign has also been li- 
mited by the failure of (he 
government to take the lead 
in enriching the democratic 
practice ana debate. 

“Neither the government 
nor the candidates have 
offered a political agenda 
that could heat the elections 
debrte,” ssid the 

sitid. the sc fYcr. ' 

into the elections debate the 
democratisation process, its 


own programme of adminis- 
trative reform and the prob- 
lem of unemployment. That 
contributed to a lively cam- 
paign, he said. 

This year the government 
is doing all it can to limit the 
scope and tbe flavour of the 
campaign, says Ishak Al 
Farhan, secretary -general of 
the Islamic Action Front 
(IAF). 

“I believe the government 
is resorting to all measures to 
prevent candidates from con- 
tacting the people,” Dr. 
Farhan said. "How can you 
have a campaign without 
ability to contact people?” 

The Ministry of Interior 
has banned all candidates 
from holding public rallies on 
state-owned sites, a measure 
that was not adopted in the 
1989 elections. 

Observers believe public 
rallies are the major venue 
through which candidates can - 
promote their platforms in 
_ the absence of other effective 
'outlets such as television. 

The National Charter, 
which was adopted as a bind- 
ing document in 1991, bans 
state media from promoting 
any political group or airing 
political commercials. 

Practical reasons do not 
allow the state-run Television 
and Radio to present debates 
among parliamentary candi- 
dates, said director general to 
Jordan Radio and Television 
Radbi Alkhas. 

Mr. Alkhas said tbe large 
number of candidates makes 
it impossible for the televi- 
sion to give equal time to all 
parliamentary aspirants, 
something that its role as a 
neutral national organisation 
would require if it was to 
broadcast debates among 
candidates. 

Mr. Alkhas said televised 
national debates among 
candidates and political par- 
ties might be possible in the 
future if their numbers are 
reduced. 

Dr. Farhan and Dr. 
Hamarneh both agree that in 
the absence of effective com- 
munication channels the de- 
bate is taking place mostly in 
homes and private meetings. 

"But how manV tomes can 
a candidate visit and bow 
assr.y meetings can he hold? 
Vae cannot have a lively 
cCuTpaign under such cir- 
cumstances," said Dr. 

(Continued on page 10) 








' - radian leader 
accused of killing 


opposition leader 


NDJAMENA (Agencies) — 
Chad has insisted that opposi- 
tion leader Abbas Kouti was 
killed while resisting attest for 
plotting a coup, prompting a 
denial from Mr. Kouti's sup- 
porters, who said he was ex- 
ecuted for political reasons. 

Foreign Minister Agmed 
Korom said Mr. Kouti, a for- 
mer defence minister and ex- 
army chief-of-staff, died of his 
injuries after resisting arrest 
Friday night. 

Mr. Korom said security 
forces had found a document 
signed by Mr. Kouti which said 
the coup would begin at dawn 
Sunday. The paper, a copy of 
which was obtained by AFP. 
was entitled “plan for coup 
d'etat scheduled for October 
24, 1993." 

But Mr. Kouti's Chadian 
national recovery committee 
(CNR) denied Mr. Kouti had 
the means or the intention to 
organise a coup, charging that 
government forces had ex- 
ecuted him because he was a 
political threat to president 
Idriss Deby. 

' Bichar Idriss Aggar, CNR 
spokesman in Libya, told 
Radio France International in 
Paris: “It was planned in adv- 
ance. Everything indicates that 
it was a real, well-planned 
execution. 

“I think the authorities.... 
realised that Abbas' popularity 
was such that he bad become a 
dangerous political adversary 
for Deby. That is why they 
mounted the plan to eliminate 
him," he said. 

In Ndjamena. Mr. Korom 
said the alleged coup docu- 
ment called for initial attacks 


on the presidency, on the re- 
publican guard (in charge of 


the president's security) and on 
the martyrs camp barracks in 
the centre of the capital. 

Other coup plotters mean- 
while would seize control of 
Chadian radio installations and 
Cbagoua bridge at the road 
leading out of the city, in the 
south. 

If the coup foiled, the docu- 
ment went on, the rebels 
would flee by the northern 
road out of Ndjamena in the 
direction of Lake Chad, and 
then meet up “within 48 
hours” in the central town of 
Mongo. 

But Mr. Aggar said Mr. 
Kouti could not possibly have 
organised a coup, as his sup- 
porters are in Libya, from 
where he returned two months 
ago after signing an agreement 
with envoys sent by Chad’s 
President Idriss r»<*hv 

“It is impossible because he 
left with two bodyguards and one 
member of staff. You ,can’t 
mount a coup when your army 
is nearly 1,200 kilometres from 
the capital,” he said. 

“Of one thing we are cer- 
tain: That Abbas Kouti never 
tried to mount a coup d'etat,” 
Mr. Aggar said from Tripoli. 

Under a transition to demo- 
cracy, set in train at the begin- 
ning of the year following 15 
years of civil war, a multi-party 
system is due to be set up 
during 1994. Mr. Deby, who is 
to remain as head of state, has 
been seeking unity deals with 
several factions. 

A former military ally of Mr. 
Deby, who himself ousted 
Chad's former strongman His- 
sein Habre in December 1990 
after a rebel campaign, Mr. 
Kouti was Mr. Deby’s chief-of- 
staff until June 1992. 


Guerrillas attack Israeli 
outpost; 2 attackers killed 


MARJAYOUN (AP) — Re- 
sistance fighters attacked 
Israel's self-styled “security 
zone” in South Lebanon Sun- 
day with rocket-propelled gre- 
nades and automatic rifles. 

Security sources said two 
attackers were killed and three 
Israeli soldiers inside an 
armoured personnel carrier 
(APC) were wounded. 

Hours later, the sources said 
sax Katyusha rockets crashed 
near villages close to Mar- 
jayoun, which islhe headquar- 
ters of the Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia. 

No one took responsibility 
for the Katyusha attacks, but 
the rockets were fired from the 
Iqlim A1 Touf3h province, the 
major South Lebanon stron- 
ghold of Hizbollah. 

The Israeli army said in a 
statement that two guerrillas 
were killed in the clash earlier 
and one Israeli soldier was 
“seriously injured.'’ It made 
no mention of any other Israeli 
casualties. 

The violence heightened 
tension on the only active 
Arab-Israeli war front as the 
United States strove to keep 
the Middle East peace talks 
between Arab countries and 
Israel alive. 

The flareup came two days 
after U.S. State Department 
envoy Dennis Ross wound up a 
Middle East swing designed to 
promote a 12th round of Arab- 
Israeli peace talks in Washing- 
ton. 

The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the Shi’ite Muslim guerrillas 
blasted the posts of Sojod and 
Ghizlan in the “security 
zone's” eastern sector with 
rocket-propelled grenades and 
automatic rifles. 

They said the Israeli soldies 
were wounded when one of the 


rockets hit their APC in So- 
jdod, which is north of Mar- 
jayoun. 

Hie sources said Israeli and 
SLA gunners retaliated with a 
massive artillery barrage on 
the Iqlim A1 Toufoh province. 

Israeli helicopter gunships 
also flew repeated strafing runs 
over the pine-wooded pro- 
vince, where several forest 
fires erupted, the source said. 

The Islamic Resistance, the 
military wing of Hizbollah, 
said its guerrillas destroyed an 
Israeli APC, a truck and a 
bulldozer near the Sojod- 
Ghizlan area, “inflicting many 
enemy casualties." 

A statement issued by the 
group identified the two dead 
guerrillas as Mahmoud 
Ahmad, 18, and Wissam 
Bashir, 16. 

The sources said the shelling 
was the heaviest in the region 
since Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) signed a peace accord 
Sept. 13, giving Palestinians 
limited self-rule in the Gaza 
Scrip and the West Bank town 
of Jericho. 

On Saturday, three militia- 
men of the SLA were wounded 
when guerrillas attacked an 
SLA outpost near the zone, 
provoking Howitzer and mor- 
tal duels. 

Hostilities flare almost daily 
in the volatile region to protest 
the Israel-PLO accord, which 
is bitterly opposed by Iran and 
its main Lebanon ally, Hizbol- 
lah, as well as 10 Palestinian 
groups allied with Syria. 

Hizbollah and the Palesti- 
nian alliance have vowed to 
escalate anti-Israeli attacks 
from South Lebanon in a bid to 
wreck the PLO-Israel accord 
and the whole Middle East 
process. 
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Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 28.6. Aqaba 33 Humidity read- 
ings: Amman 27 per cent, Aqaba 43 
per cent. 



3 French 
diplomatic 
workers 
kidnapped 
in Algeria 


ALGIERS (AP) — Gunmen 
killed a police guard and 
abducted three French di- 
plomatic employees Sunday, 
officials said, and suspicion fell 
on Muslim fundamentalist 
militants who have begun 
targeting foreigners. 

The two men and a woman 
were seized as they left for 
work from their residence in 
central Algiers, witnesses said. 
One of the Algerian policemen 
guarding their building was kil- 
led in a shootout, and a fourth 
French worker escaped from 
the armed band before it fled. 

Seven foreigners, including 
two Frenchmen, have been kil- 
led in a month by aimed gangs 
believed to be fundamentalists 
in a 21-month -old insurgency 
against the govemmenL 

“France condemns this 
admissible act and demands 
their release," the French fore- 
ign ministry in Paris said in a 
communique announcing the 
new abductions. The three 
worked in the French consu- 
late’s visa section. 

The statement said France 
“expects that Algerian author- 
ities will put all their efforts in 
obtaining their release." 

As in the previous abduc- 
tions, there was no claim of 
responsibility. But earlier this 
month, a German executive 
with Mercedes said he and his 
family were held at gunpoint 
for nine hours by a group that 
issued a warning to the entire 
foreign community. 

The Algerian government 
has been unable to stamp out 
the fundamentalist insurgency 
despite curfews and sweeps. 
More than 2,000 people have 
died since the government can- 
celled elections in January 
1992 that the fundamentalists 
were expected to win on voter 
discontent with corruption and 
mismanagement. 

The newest phase of the 
insurgency, attacks on fore- 
igners could be a devastating 
blow to a government that has 
been seeking political and eco- 
nomic support from abroad. 
France Tiad asked the Algerian 
government to step up security 
for its official personnel. 

The foreign community in- 
dudes numerous technical ex- 
perts working with Algeria's 
oil and gas industry, die main 
source of foreign exchange for 
a nation in economic disarray. 

On Thursday, three foreign 
technicians working on an oil 
pipeline — a Peruvian, a Col- 
ombian and a Filipino — were 
found dead after they were 
abducted. In the first fatal inci- 


dent involving foreigners, two 
kidnapped French surveyors 


kidnapped French surveyors 
were found dead Sept. 21. 

On Saturday, the Algerian 
Human Rights League issued a 
communique calling for “an 
end to the attacks, sabotages, 
murders and government ex- 
ecutions” in order to “return 
to democratic life.” It de- 
nounced violence “wherever it 
comes from." 

Violence since Thursday has 
left two policemen, an army 
officer and 10 militants dead. 

Seeking a political solution, 
the Algerian army appeared to 
extend an olive branch Sun- 
day. It called on “ail patriotic 
forces," whatever their politic- 
al leanings, to enter a dialogue 
“to find before the end of the 
year" a solution to the crisis. 

The solution. Defence 
Minister Lamine Zeroual said 
in a statement, should respect 
“Islam, in a word, a country of 
law and progress which can 
involve all Algerians." 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iran denies it plans to test-fire missile 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran on Saturday denied a Saudi Arabian 
newspaper report that it was planning to test-fire a mednim- 
range missile that would be capable of hitting Israel, the Islanuc 
Republic News Agency reported. The agency, monitored in 
Cyprus, quoted an unidentified Foreign Ministry source as 
saying the report in the daily A! Sharq Al Awsat was a "mere 
tie." The Saadi Arabian-owned newspaper reported Friday that 
Iran and North Korea would test uie medium-range missile, 
identified as the No-Dong 2, in southeastern Iran later this 
month. There was no way to verily the Al Sharq Al Awsat 
report, which quoted unnamed sources in Tehran. But informed 
Western sources earlier told the Associated Press that North 
Korea test-fired the missile for the first time over the Sea of 
Japan last June. Such capability would double Iran's missile 
reach, b ring in g brad into range for the first time and exteiufing 
Tehran’s reach into Iraq, Turkey, Saudi Arabia and other Gulf 
states. Al Sharq Al Awsat said that a North Korean military 
delegation is now in Iran preparing for the new No-Dong 2 test 
in the eastern Lut desert. 


Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz (left) 
listens to Iraqi Ambassador Noort Al Weiss 
while attending a 40th day memorial for Jorda- 


nian poet Abdul Rahim Omar in Amman 
Saturday (photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 


Germany denies ties with Iran secret service 


Aziz heads for home after stopover 


AMMAN (AP) — Iraqi Depu- 
ty Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
left Amman Sunday after a 
two-day stopover on his way 
home from Paris where he 
underwent medical treatment. 

Two Jordan-based Western 
diplomats, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said Mr. 
Aziz, 57, suffered from a 
“heart ailment.” They said 
they did not have detailed in- 
formation. 

The two said Mr. Aziz, 
Iraq's diplomatic anchorman 
during the 1990-91 Gulf crisis 
was given extensive tests at a 
medical centre near Evry, out- 
side Paris. 

French officials have said the 

g overnment, which does not 
ave diplomatic relations with 
Iraq, issued a visa to Mr. Aziz 
on “humanitarian" grounds 
and that he had no official meet- 


ings in the French capital. 

His presence in Amman was 
not known until he surfaced 
Saturday at a 40th day memo- 
rial for a Jordanian poet, 
Abdul Rahim Omar, who was 
known for his staunch pro- 
Iraqi stands. 

Reporters were noz allowed 
to approach Mr. Aziz at the 
service, which was also 
attended by Jordanian offi- 
cials, lawmakers and other re- 
nowned Jordanian personali- 
ties. 

Iraqi diplomats said Mr. 
Aziz, a dose confidant of Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein, arrived 
here Friday and checked out of 
his hotel early Sunday. 

“He is on his way home," 


said one Iraqi diplomat, who 
refused to be identified. He 


also declined to say if Mr. Aziz 
was travelling by road to Bagh- 


dad, 885 kilometre to the 
northeast, or was being heli- 
coptered halfway, to the bor- 
der, and then travelling to 
Baghdad by road. 

Jordan is the only land route 
for official travel in and out of 
Iraq, which is under interna- 
tional sanctions, including an 
air embargo, imposed after its 
invasion of Kuwait in August 
1990. 

European diplomats in Am- 
man had said they were care- 
fully watching for signs 
whether Mr. Aziz was meeting 
representatives of French oil 
companies which are known to 
be seeking exploration and 
production concessions in Iraq. 
It was not dear whether he did 
hold such meetings. 

The international sanctions 
ban Iraq from exports of any 
land. 


BONN (AFP) — A top aide to German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl on Saturday denied press reports that the German secret 
services were in dose collaboration with their Iranian counter- 
parts. Bemd Schmidbauer told a news conference that allega- 
tions in Der Speigel weekly news magazine and other papers 
were untrue. Der Speigel on Saturday leaked an extract from its 
Monday edition saying that Mr. Schmidbauer, the coordinator of 
the German secret services, had struck “very firm deals” with 
Iranian Intelligence Minister Alt Fallahian when they met earlier 
this month. An intelligence source told Der Speigel that Mr. 

claim that the talks had focused on humanitarian 
issues was “simply a lie.” The magazine said German intelligence 
delivered a computer to Tehran in 1991. German experts spent 
two months teaching the Iranians organisational techniques, it 
said. 


Israel plays down report of Iraqi ‘overtures’ 


Ali Mahdi: Aideed insincere 


MOGADISHU (AP) — The 
man who controls north Moga- 
dishu, Ali Mahdi Mohammad, 
says he is not happy with U.S. 
policy changes and does not 
believe General Mohammad 
Farah Aideed, his rival in the 
south, has peaceful intentions. 

His remarks Saturday came 
ahead of a planned demonstra- 
tion that is expected to spill 
over the line dividing the tense 
capital. 

Members of one clan who 
live in both halves of the city 
are supposed to meet at a 
stadium on the south side 
Monday. That means crossing 
the green line en masse. Gen. 
Aideed's faction already has 
warned them not to come. 

U.N. officials worry that the 
clan’s peace demonstration 
could be a flashpoint in a city 
where peacekeeping troops no- 
longer make regular patrols 
much beyond the immediate 
boundaries of their fortified 
compounds. 

North Mogadishu ties on the 
other side of the wasteland 
straddling the green tine. Much 
of it was the central business 
district before civil war turned 
it into a battlefront. 

As the nibble recedes into 
less-damaged buildings, signs 
of commerce appear. The 
streets are relatively quiet. The 


day. Although no one was in- 
jured, the lead jeep was hit by 
at least five bullets. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi and Gen. 
Aideed — the key protagonists 
in the civil war that followed 
the January 1991 ouster of 
dictator Mohammad Siad Bar- 
re — now are portraying them- 
selves as peacemakers. 

Although U.N. officials said 
they have heard reports to the 


contrary. Mr. Ali Mahdi said 
his people have given up their 
heavy arms and that all other 
factions should lay down their 
weapons, too. 

“Aideed has almost all of his 
heavy weapons," Mr. Ali 
Mahdi said. 


Yemen says 23 Western tourists safe 


Unlike Gen. Aideed, he 
praised mOst of the United 
Nation’s work in Somalia. 


SANAA (AP) — Twenty-three Western tourists held for two 
days by a tribe in the remote desert regions of Marib were 
released Saturday, the Interior Ministry announced. The tourists 
— 18 Germans, four Austrians and an Italian — were not 
harmed, and were released with the four vehicles in which they 
had been travelling when seized Thursday, the statement said. 
According to the statement, the tribal kidnappers released their 
hostages when security fences surrounded them. This moun- 
tainous tribal Red Sea country is rife with lawlessness. 
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firelights between U.N. troops 
■and Gen. Aideed's militia all 


have been on the other side of 
the city. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi looks 
prosperous in his whitewashed' 
compound with a view of the 
Indian Ocean. His desk is a 
rich wood, and the chairs are 
leather. Nearly empty book- 
shelves line most of one wall. 

Security is tight. There are 
two checkpoints outside and 
the door inside is always 
locked. 

Less than a block away, a 
dozen gunmen ambushed two 
Associated Press vehides leav- 
ing the compound on Satur- 
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TEL AVTV (R) — Foreign Minister Shimon Peres said Israel 
had no plans to negotiate with Iraq, despite an Israeli news 
report suggesting Baghdad had sought direct contacts. Speaking 
in Raanana near Tel Aviv late on Saturday, Mr. Peres recalled 
that the Iraqi army fired dozens of Send missiles at the Jewish 
state during the 1991 Golf war. “It’s not among our plans to 
conduct negotiations with Iraq. We know who stands at its head. 
We also remember that he launched missiles at Israel, and I 
doubt Iraq will be an Iraq of peace and hope so long as Saddam 
Hussein heads it,” he said. Israel’s biggest newspaper Yedioth 
Ahronoth said on Friday that Iraq had put out feelers for direct 
contacts with Israel and apparently initial meetings were held. 
“Neither the Iraqis nor the Iraqi state is an enemy of Israel but 
die present Iraqi regime is certainly a hostile, irresponsible 
regime and it presents a very big problem to the whole region 
aim to Israel," Mr. Peres said. 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor Sunday awards fnmg fa the Children’s Creative Produc- 

tion Competition (Petra photo) 

Queen awards young participants 
in creative protection competition 




AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majes- 
ty Queen Noor Sunday distri- 
buted awards to participants in 
the Children’s Creative Pro- 
t duction Competition Sunday in 
a ceremony also celebrating 
Arab Child Day. 

The competition is organised 
by Abdul Hamid Shoman 
■ Foundation, in cooperation 
with Noor Al Hussein Founda- 
tion and die United Nations 
: Children's Fund (UNICEF). 

With the support and en- 
couragement of the Queen, the 
idea for the competition was 
introduced in 1988 as an incen- 
tive for children aged 4-15 to 
express themselves freely and 
. creatively. 

The competition aims to dis- 
cover mid develop the talents, 
capabilities and interests of 
children in the areas of creative 
> writing and the arts. It is also a 
1 means of enhancing the chil- 
dren's Arabic language skills 
and developing their national 
sense of belonging. 

Participating in this year's 


event were S81 competitors 
from various schools in the 
Kingdom. Among the partici- 
pants were 269 competitors in 
die field of writing, which in- 
cluded national songs, poetry, 
short stories, as welfas resear- 
ched articles and reports. 

In addition, 661 children 
competed in drawing and 
handicrafts production. 

Works of the parti cipax^s 
centred mainly around theniH 
such as 'Towards a Gfeen 
Jordan,” “Love for the Coun- 
try,” “Respect for Parents,” 
“Cooperation for Success,” 
and “The library: A Place for 
Science and Knowledge.” 

The winning, pieces were 
chosen on an anonymous basis 
by a special evaluating commit- 
tee. 

Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Iman participated in the 
competition and was a first- 
prize winner in the drawing 
category for children aged 9- 
11. Princess Iman’s drawing 
depicted colourful images of a 
big family. 


In her welcoming remarks 
and representing the winning 
children, the Princess thanked 
the sponsors for allowing chil- 
dren such an opportunity to 
express their thoughts and to 
share their artistic talents. 

*T hope we will have more of 
such .opportunities to develop 
our personal abilities ... and to 
discover our talents in the ear- 
lier stages of childhood,” she 
said. 

Following a musical per- 
formance by the National Con- 
servatory Band, the Queen dis- 
tributed honorary certificates 
to 66 winners, as well as certifi- 
cates of encouragement to 85 
other participants. Six of the 
winning pieces were sent to the 
International Exhibition of 


Receiving Queen Noor upon 
arrival were Mr. Abdul Ma- 
jeed Shoman, Mr. and Mrs. 
Khaled Shoman, and Abdul 
Hamid Shoman Foundation 
Director Dr. Asa’ad Abdul 
Rahman. 


Meeting proposed to create 
disaster management centre 



AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
will soon call for a special 
meeting of representatives 
from Arab and Islamic nations 
to discuss the establishment of 
a centre in Amman for training 
personnel on disaster manage- 
ment, according to Ministcr of 

Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Abdul S alam A1 Abbadi Sun- 
day. 

He told a press conference at 
his office that be had floated 
the idea at a conference which 
be attended in Cairo in the past 
week to chart the work for a 
world Islamic council. 

The centre idea was wet-' 
corned by the delegates attend- 
ing tire conference who, the 
minister said, also praised Jor- 
dan’s efforts for hosting dis- 
placed Bosnian families. 

Dr. Abbadi, who is secretary 
general of the Hashemite* 
Charity Organisation which 
arranged to host the Bosnians, 
expressed hope that the prop- 


osed centre will materialise as 
soon as possible with support 
and assistance from interna- 
tional organisations. 

Referring to the conference 
in Cairo, attended -by repre- 
sentatives of official and pri- 
vate Islamic organisations of 
the Arab World, Dr. Abbadi 
said that it was the fifth consti- 
tent assembly meeting by the 
delegates who, he said, fo- 
cused on promoting relief 
assistance to needy Muslims. 
“I have outlined to the confer- 
ence the ministry of awqaf s 
activities and its care of the 
holy shrines, in Jerusalem 
under the directives of His. 
Majesty King Hussein, includ- 
ing tiie restoration of A1 
Mosque and the Dome of 
Rock,” said Dr. Abbadi. 

The Jordanian delegation 
distributed a copy of the gov- 
ernment’s memorandum on its 
stand vis-a-vis the latest Israeli 
court ruling which was consi- 
dered an encroachment on 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listing s are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Jerasb gems by Paula WHfiams-Brown and portraits by 
Ahmad Tcwaa at tire Gallery Hotel Jordan Inter-, 
Continental (8:00 ajn. - 7 p.m. daily except Friday). 

☆ Art t-rhfhfrtwn by Iraqi artist MnkhaBad A1 Mukhtar 
mtitH “Odours mi Black Paper” at La Cas Exhibition 
Hatt (5th Circle). 

-tr Photo and exhibition on environment at the 

University of Jordan Exhibition Hafl. 

☆ Art exhibition by artist Sabah Hadidi at the OrfaH Art 
GaBoy (TeL 826932). 

☆ Art exh&rition entitled ‘The Spirit of the Youth” by artist 
Muhammad A1 * n * 1 * BBn at the Baladna Art Gallery. 

* Art exhibition by artist Farouq f amb a a i at the Alia Art 


k The Petra Exhibition — a presentation of the activities of 
Jordanian and international institutions involved in 
archaenln glrnl, >rtmngraphic and environmental research in 
the Pet r a region at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

ilr Art eixhililHffln by a y t k tw Mahmn aii Taha and Sahnan Ahfets 
at Ab’ad Art Gallery. A 

☆ Exhibition of etchings by Mohammad Omar Khatil at Dar^m 
AI Farnm of the Abdul Hamid Shoman Foundation in Jabal 
Lmrabdeh. Also drawing the permanent exhibition. Tele- 
phone 643251/2. 

FILMS 

☆ Feature fiba “Les BeDcs De Ntdt” at tire French 

Cultural Centra it 8:00 p.m. 

JUECTUHES O SEMINARS 

it Lecture ‘Teaching Thinking Skflb” by Dr. Tnrki 

Dfab at the British Conncfl at 5£0 pan. 

* Lector* in Arabic entitled “A Critical Study of the 

Experience of Joint Arab Action” by Dr. Mahmoud An Al 
Dawond at Abdul Shoman Foundation. 

* Lectara entitled “Tree Ring* and Archaeology: The Use of 
DendroctBU^hrey In tire Middle East for Dating” by Dr. 
Pierre Bft* at the American Center of Oriental Research at 
740 pA. 

* Workshop on writing* and toning of children’s songs at the 
Royal Guttural Centre at 5:00 pan.-8d» pan. (lasts two 
days),- 


Arab and Islamic sovereignty 
over the holy places in Jeru- 
salem, continued the minister. 

The delegates to the Cairo 
conference have unanimously 
condemned tire Israeli court 
ruling, which considers the 
holy places under Israeli juris- 
diction, and they demanded 
that all Arab and Islamic states 
take actions to abort the Israeli 
move and thus safeguard the 
shrines, according to the minis- 
ter. 

The conference also paid tri- 
bute to Jordan’s efforts to pro- 
tect tire holy places 

Labour ministry 
to draft new law 

IRBID (Petra) — Minister of 
Labour Khaled Ghzawi Sun- 
day said here that in its efforts 
to protect the benefits and 
rights of the Jordanian worker 
and safeguarding employer- 
employee relatilns, the minis- 
try is preparing a draft law that 
would normalise relations be- 
tween the two sides, adding 
that the bDI would-be among 
the first issues to be discussed 
by toe new parliament. 

During a tour of Irbid gov- 
ernorale, Mr. Ghzawi said toe 
ministry is also keen on finding 
work for jobs seekers in factor- 
ies and other companies and 
institutions aud will try 
diligently to contain the unem- 
ployment problem in Jordan. 

Speaking after the tour, the 
minister said that 14,000 peo- 
ple are employed in the gov- 
ernment of whom 1.500 are 
non-Jordanians who are em- 
ployed mainly in fanning and 
shunned by Jordanians. 


ESCWA, UNDP hold 
U.N. Day celebrations 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On toe 
occasion or United Nations 
Day Sunday celebrations were 
held at the offices of the Un- 
ited Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) and the 
U.N. Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA). 

In an address at UNDP by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasan, delivered or his behalf 
by Minister of State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Jawad Al 
Anani, Prince Hassan said: 
‘Today is an occasion for 
celebration for we can justly 
celebrate the increasing im- 
portance of the United Nations 
role in the new world order 
based on its advocacy of toe 
triple pillars of peace and 
security, democratisation and 
human rights.” 

The Crown Prince said: 
“The work of the U.N. has not 
been confined to questions of 
world peace and international 
security but a forum for deal- 
ing with issues of ecology, 
national disasters, human 
rights and the settlement of 
regional disputes.” He con- 
gratulated toe work of toe 


U.N. in Jordan through its 
ageades, particularly UN- 
ESCO (the U.N. Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Orga- 
nisation) for its continuous 
concern for Jerusalem and its 
Arab and Islamic heritage." 

Stressing that the protection 
of the dignity and integrity of 
the average human being is the 
U.N.’s main task, Prince Has- 
san also said that “the peoples 
of this region from bitter ex- 
perience are very cautious, 
they do not choose to be over 
optimistic, as toe restrictive 
certainties of bi-polar con- 
frontation have vanished and 
we still do not know by what 
they will be replaced.'’ 

He said Jordan supports 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali’s work to revitalise the 
world body and prepare it to 
face the challenges of a new 
era. 

In applauding Dr. Gbali’s 
efforts to determine the 
criteria for U.N. intervention, 
“whether in Haiti, Iraq, Soma- 
lia, Bosnia or anywhere else,” 
Prince Hassan said that while 
maintaining worldwide respect 
for international law, it is cra- 



Her Royal Highness Princess Basina Sunday 
addresses the staff of the UN. Economic and 


Soda! Commissfop for Western Asia on U.N. 
Day (Petra photo) 


dal that there is “no undermin- 
ing of the autonomy apd 
sovereignty of member states.” 

In conclusion, the Crown 
Prince said: “We believe that 
the U.N. is a potent symbol 
and should be made an effec- 
tive instrument for this notion 
of ‘all for each other.' In this 
region of the world we believe 
such an outlook on interna- 
tional relations to be of par- 
ticular importance." 

Celebrations at ESCWA 

“We appreciate toe coopera- 
tion and support toe organisa- 


tions of the United Nations 
have shown toe public and 
private sectors in Jordan and 
their continuous cooperation 
with development m Jordan,'* 
said Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Basina, U.N. Honorary 
Ambassador for Human De- 
velopment. 

Princess Basina was addres- 
sing an assembly of ESCWA 
staff who were also celebrating 
toe anniversary of toe imple- 
mentation of the U.N. charter. 

The event was Organised by 
ESCWA Executive Secretary 
Sabah Bakjaji who expressed 
appreciation to the Kingdom 
for hosting the organisation' 


and “greatly facilitating its 
work.” 

The celebration also fea- 
tured a broadcast of toe speech 
of Dr. Ghali in which be con- 
cluded that “A new chapter in 
toe history of toe world has 
begun. It calls into being a new 
United Nations. I ask everyone 
to consider and come forward 
to assist the United Nations at 
this moment of importance for 
all peoples now, and in the 
d ecades ahead.” 

To commemorate toe found- 
ing of the United Nations in 
1945, United Nations Day is 
celebrated each year on Oct. 
24. 


2-day Euro- Arab symposium concentrates on 
Muslim rules, values in an economic system 


By Ka tonne Rato 

Special to toe Jordan Times 
AMMAN — A two-day sym-. 
posiom on “Ethics in Eco- 
nomy: Euro-Arab Perspec- 
tive, 7 ’ which primarily concen- ' 
trated on the issue of Muslim 
rules and values and their in- 
terpretation as well as imple- 
mentation in a modem econo- 
mic system, concluded Sunday. 

The discussion, jointly orga- 
nised by the Arab Thought 
Forum (ATF) and the Konrad 
Adenauer Stiftung (KAS), 
opened Saturday with the pre- 
sentation of a paper entitled 
“The Principle of Economic 
Order in Christian Social 
Ethics” by professor of Christ- 
ian social sciences. at the Uni- 
versity of Osnabruook Man- 
fred Spieker. 

Comments centred on toe 
question of how to define the 
“common good” of toe society 
as well as on. the problem of 
toe separation of church and 
state. 

One of the Arab participants 
asked how religion can influ- 
ence the state when such a 
separation exists. 

Dr. Spieker suggested that 
the influence will be exerted'by 
laymen who are believers and 
who, through their dealings in 
daily life, follow religious prin- 
ciples. Although several of the 
papers presented talked about 
what the Koran prescribes on 
zakat, social welfare, riba (us- 
ury) and economic affairs from a' 
theoretical perspective, the 
discussion made direct refer- 
ences to the existing economic 
order, pointing to toe prob- 
lems of implementing these 
prescriptions. 

Two of the participants cal- 
led for toe symposium to first 
look at and evaluate toe pre- 
sent reality, then formulate a 
model for toe future. Another 
said that neither the Islamic 
world nor toe Christian world 
has succeeded in implementing 
a system providing for social 
justice. 

The two proponents of 
assessing toe status quo 'main- 
tained that only after solving 
the problems within each reli- 
gion would a comparison with 
other faiths be fruitful. 

The seminar, in fact, 
touched on all these three 


of toe important ques- 


Rocco Forte to tour Middle East 


Mr. Roceo Forte, chairman of 
Forte Pic. win shortly begin a 
four-day tour of the MkkOe EaJt. 
The tour mil include visits to 
Forte hotels properties in 
Bahrain, Abu Dhabi, Dubai and 
concludes in Jordan. 

This will be Mr. Foite’s first 
visit to the region since his 
appointment as chairman of the 
group a year ago. He will be 
accompanied throughout his tour 
by Mr. Roy Turty, deputy group 
director operations, Mr. Bob 
Lienhard, group strategy direc- 
tor, Mr. Randolph Guthrie, 
managing director. Forte Grand 
Hotels worldwide (who also vi- 
sited the region last month) and 
Mr. Gerald Lawless, vice presi- 
dent Forte hotels Middle East 
and Africa. 

Mr. Rocco Forte, son of Lord 
Forte the founder of the group, 
has made a life -long career with 
Forte hotels. He has held his 
current position as chairman of 
Forte Pfc since October 1992. 

Mr. Forte last toured the re- 
gion just over two years ago, in 
September 1991, as chief execu- 
tive of the group. He also visited 
the Diplomat Hotel, Bahrain, in 
February 1992, to celebrate the 
hotel's 10th anniversary. . 

Since the Forte Hotels Region- 
al Office opened in Dubai early 
last year, the group has under- 



Mr. Rocco Fort, Chairman 
Forte Pk 

taken an ambitious programme 
of expansion. This has included 
the establishment of a Central 
Reservations Office — a central- 
ised booking system based in 
Dubai which covers the whole of 
the region — and the opening of 
an additional sales office in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Forte hotels has also opened 
two new properties in the Middle 
East within thq past year — the 
Forte Grand Pyramids in Cairo 
and the Forte Grand Abu Dhabi. 

. This brings the total number of 
Torte properties in the region to 
a total of six. Forte’s seventh 
property in the region, the Forte 
Grand Jumeira Beach, is cur- 
rently under construction. 


tions treated by the symposium 
was whether a banking system 
corresponding to Islamic 
values could be efficient. 

In an interview with the Jor- 
dan Times former Prime 
Minis ter of Egypt Abdel Aziz 
Ffigazi outlined the main dif- 
ferences between a conven- 
tional and an islamic banking 
system. 

In a conventional banking 
system, he said, interest is de- 
termined by market mechan- 
isms, toe rates are pre-set and 
there is the existence of so- 
called sleeping partners who. 
unless the enterprise goes 
bankrupt, automatically re- 
ceive their profit. 

The Islamic banking system 
is radically different. Those 
who participate with capital 
also share directly in the risk. 
Profit or loss depends on the 
management of toe institution, 
not the fluctuations of the mar- 
ket, said Dr. Higazi who is a 


founder of the Nasr Social 
Bank and Islamic Bank of Jed- 
dah. 

The administration, he 
added, can be controlled by 
toe contributors. 

Islamic banks invest a large 
part of their assets in trade; the 
rate of profit is therefore link- 
ed to the standard of living of 
the country in which it oper- 
ates as well as the commodities 
the country trades in, he ex- 
plained. 

Lending and borrowing is 
prohibited except in certain 
cases where interest is not 
taken. Dr. Higazi said. 

Asked about the main prob- 
lems in Islamic banking. Dr. 
Higazi said that “there is not 
yet a proper understanding of 
the principles.” The people in 
charge are still thinking in 
terms of conventional banking, 
he added. 

The paper on “Ethics and 


Economics, an Islamic Pers- 
pective,” presented by associ- 
ate professor of economics at 
the King Abdel Aziz Universi- 
ty of Jeddah Mohammad Ali 
Bin Eid, provoked a lengthy 
discussion on zakat, taxation 
and soda! security system. 

The participants dissented 
on the legality of imposing tax 
in an Islamic economic system. 
Some of toe discussants drew a 
distinction between zakat and 
taxation and regarded the lat- 
ter as being incompatible with 
Islamic teachings, while others 
presented a wider interpreta- 
tion of zakat, viewing taxation 
as an extension of this concept 
and a necessary adaptation to a 
modern sodo-econonric sys- 
tem. 

Professor of economics at 
the University of Bochum Voi- 
ker Nienhaus, who presented a 
paper outlining the conception 
of the sodal market economy. 


said the Islamic world needed 
to seek a model where sodal 
welfare is an integrated part of 
the system, not merely an 
appendix to the economic sys- 
tem as is the case in Egypt. 
Such a model, be said, can be 
formulated using the zakat as a 
nucleus, but with the possibil- 
ity of freely distributing the 
collected funds. 

Dr. Nienhaus believed that 
the Islamic world can benefit 
from the social market eco- 
nomy model. There are simi- 
larities between the German, 
and the Islamic model, as well 
as common problems, he said. 

It is important to establish 
what is the role of faith and 
what is the role of reason. Dr. 
Nienhaus continued. Both 
have their place in a debate on 
ethics, but religious texts can 
only form a base from which a 
debate can be conducted, he 
concluded. 


For the First Time in Jordan 



c- *■“ t jVV 


The National Music Conservatory I 
Noor N Hussein Foundation 

presents 

A Pop Music Festival 

Los Nlovenos, Dead Sea Fishing Club, Faculty "X" and others 


Palace of Culture - AS Hussein Sports City 
Saturday, October 30, 1903 at7.30 p.m. 


6 Dazzling Lights, ©Impressive Sounds, 



K Jordanian Lalopalooza 

Muhannad Al JaTlreh and Ran'ia Kassictoh, Hosts 
Jesse Juma, Coordinator 


Featuring Hit Songs by: Pink; Floyd , Phil Collins, 
Santana, U2, Bruce Springsteen and others . 



Tickets tor JD 5, A and 3 are available at : 
- Palace of Culture. Id. 6B8I51 
-Babche, tel. 661322 


• Romero Restaurant, tel 64422.7 

- Philadelphia Hold, t A. 607 100 

-The Nalional Music Conservatory, let. 667620 
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Ethics and politics 

WHEN BILL Clinton telephoned King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia earlier this summer to urge him 
to buy American Boeings instead of European 
Airbuses, the American president was doing 
business on behalf of American industry. And 
when his predecessor, George Bush, massed 
American troops in Saudi Arabia in 1990 to 
dislodge Iraq’s occupying forces from Kuwait, 
he did not do it in defence of Kuwait or Saudi 
Arabia but in defence of the “American way of 
life,” dependent on Kuwaiti and Saudi oil. 
Whether this or that is ethical depends on one’s 
point of view. What moved armies and created 
conflicts and turmoil has always been interests 
not ethics. Conquest throughout history, with 
all the misery that it had inflicted on people, 
has always been done in pursuit of gain, wealth 
and resources but disguised as goodness and 
noble objectives. Human conflict, whether on 
the individual or the state level, has always 
centred on material gains. It had always been 
aggravated by greed, grandeur and recently 
standard of living. In his recent history, man 
has turned to be more subtle in his exploitation 
*of fellow man. The rich nations that carried the 
banner of fraternity, equality and liberty have 
turned into monstrous exploiters of the poor 
and their natural resources. We do not need to 
review the whole history of the Americas or the 
colonial era to explore the extent of the North’s 
mistreatment of the South. Africa’s many 
famines testify to this. 

What we in the North and South need to 
realise that the discrepancy in the distribution 
of wealth and the misuse of the Earth’s 
resources will eventually lead to more misery, 
injustice and conflict. If the North continues to 
use its military, material and economic power 
to subject the peoples of the South, only turmoil 
will result. Recent terrorism might only be a 
mild manifestation of the conflict compared to 
what the future holds. 

Now that the human race ponders a new 
world order that is based on human rights, the 
right to decent living should be viewed as a 
fundamental factor in the quest for a stable 
world. That is why Jordan and Its leadership 
advocate the writing and application of busi- 
ness ethics that should guide human inter- 
dependence and interaction in the coming era. 
Ethics, per se, might sound an outdated word 
for many, but it had been the keyword at 
turning points in human history. 

And for a better and meaningful life for the 
peoples of Earth at this crucial point, and for a 
world in peace, ethics, whether religious or 
secular, should be recalled, activated and 
enhanced. 


] AflMIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


■ A COLUMNIST in AI Ra*i Arabic daily bitterly criticised the 
! United States for its continued pressure on the Arab countries 

■ to lift its boycott against Israel, which stfli occupies Arab 
Lands. Tareq Masarweh said that the boycott regulations were 

I imposed by the Arab World to punish Israel for its aggression 
1 and to force it to give up the usurped lands; therefore, lifting 
of the boycott is out of the question at present. The writer said 
that Washington is threatening the Arabs by preventing any 
{ progress along the Syrian-Israeli and the Lebanese-Israeli 
tracks if they do not agree to ending the boycott against Israel. 
Furthermore, it is regrettable to see the Arab countries 
complying with Washington’s orders and delaying a meeting in 
Damascus to discuss further restrictions on Israel if it 
continues to occupy Arab lands, said the writer. The FLO was 
the first Arab party to agree to postponing such a meeting as it 
seems it is no more concerned with maintaining the boycott 
against Israel, continued the writer. He said that if the PLO is 
indifferent about this matter, it should not object to the Gulf 
countries ending the boycott against Israel. If Israel is 
imposing its will on the Arab countries before any peace has 
been achieved, we wonder what the situation will be after the 
signing of a peace treaty, said the writer. 

A COLUMNIST in AI Ra'i tackled the chronic problem of 
insufficient drugs in government hospitals and pharmacies of 
the private and the public sectors. Many pharmacists attribute 
t.ie absence of numerous brands of dings to the fact that the 
government has recently raised, from JD 5 to JD 100, the fee 
icr the Health Ministry Drug Control Department's labora- 
* * ,y testing of samples of drugs whether manufactured locally 
rr imported from other countries, said Nazih. The writer said 
tint by raising the fee for the test, the Health Ministry has 
e nptied the shelves of the drugstores and left the patients in 
need of medication suffering. By so doing, said the writer, the 
H 'a'th Ministry has almost sentenced the patients with chronic 
dii ses to death since they axe no more able to buy their 
me ; tine in Iordan and cannot travel abroad to buy the 
me> ,, 'ine each time they are in need of it. 


By Pascal B. Kanny ' 

It is somewhat difficult to draw 
up a detailed comparison be- 
tween the Camp David 
Accords and the PLO-Israel 
Accord of Sept. 13, 1993, the 
reason being that the negotia- 
tions between Egypt and Israel 
for the establishment of a de- 
tailed self-rule for the Palesti- 
nians faltered and then failed 
and were never revived. 

The main cause of this fai- 
lure was the fact that Egypt 
insisted from the outset mat 
the council envisaged for the 
Palestinians in the Camp 
David Accords should have 
real legislative and national au- 
thority while Israel, whose 
prime minister was then the 
Likudnik Menaehem Begin, 
would have none of that. Thus, 
no detailed accord for the self- 
rule in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip was drawn up com- 
parable to the lengthy PLO- 
Israel Accord and its Annexes 
of 1993. To clarify matters, it is 
necessary to explain the Camp 
David Accords and to try to 
compare them to the PLO- 
Israel Accord. 

The Camp David Accords 
indude the following: 

1. Framework for peace in 
the Middle East concerning the 
West Bank and Gaza, dated 
Sept. 17, 1978. 

2. Framework for a peace 
treaty between Egypt and 
.Israel, dated Sept. 17, 1978. 

3. The Egyptian-Israeli 
Treaty, dated March 26, 1979. 


4. Letter dated March 26, 
1979, addressed to the presi- 
dent of the U.S. (Carter) and 
signed by Anwar Sadat and 
Menaehem Begin on behalf of 
Egypt and Israel respectively. 

The main provisions of the 
framework for peace concern- 
ing the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, including the above 
mentioned letter, are the fol- 
lowing: 

In the first stage, transitional 
arrangements should be set up 
for a period of five years. 
Under these arrangements, the 
inhabitants would enjoy full 
“autonomy*' and elect a self- 
governing authority called an 
“administrative council.” Fol- 
lowing such election, the 
Israeli military government 
and its civilian administration 
would be withdrawn, but 
Israeli forces would be rede- 
ployed to specified locations. 

In the second stage, Egypt, 
Israel and Jordan would agree 
on the modalities for estab- 
lishing the self-governing au- 
thority and would define its 
powers and responsibilities. 

Finally, after the establish- 
ment of the self-governing au- 
thority, the transitional period 
of five years would begin to 
•run. Then, not later than the 
third year after the beginning 
of the transitional period, 
negotiations would take place 
to determine the final status of 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

With regard to the refugee 
problem, a special committee 
comprising Egypt, Israel, Jor- 


dan and the seif-governing au- 
thority would decide on the 
modalities of admission of per- 
sons displaced from the West 
Bank and Gaza as a result of 
the 1967 war.- As to refugees of 
1948, Egypt and Israel would 
establish procedures for the 
resolution of their problem. It 
should be pointed out that 
neither Jordan nor the Palesti- 
nians participated in the nego- 
tiations. 

When Egypt and Israel 
started negotiations to estab- 
lish tiie powers and responsibi- 
lities of the self-governing au- 
thority (the council), Israel in- 
sisted from the outset that the 
administrative council would 
have certain administrative 
and municipal powers, exclud- 
ing the exercise of legislative 
powers or any powers which 
may lead to sovereign state. 

In effect, Israel meant the 
autonomy for die Palestinians 
to apply to the inhabitants and 
not to me territory. In its view, 
Israel would retain sovereign- 
ty, including control of public 
lands and water resources, as 
well as settling Jews in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
Egypt, on the other hand, in- 
sisted that the council have real 
legislative authority over the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, but 
Israel rejected Egypt's conten- 
tions and consequently, nego- 
tiations stopped and were nev- 
er revived. 

On considering the PLO- 
Israel Accord of 1993 and the 
provisions proposed in the 


Camp David Accords, one 
would conclude {hat in some 
respects they are similar. It 
cannot, however, be contested 
that the accord of 1993 is a 
definite improvement as com- 
pared to the accords of 1978 
and it contains certain features 
which, I believe, could not 
have been agreed to by Israel 
in 1979 nor bad the Likud 
Party remained in power in 
1993. Hie distinctive features 
in the accord of 1993 are the 
following: 

1. The recognition of the 
PLO as tiie representative of 
the Palestinian people, as evi- 
denced by the exchange of 
letters dated Sept 9, 1993, 
between Yasser Arafat, chair- 
man of the PLO, and Yitzhak. 
Rabin, prime minister of 
Israel. 

Z Recognition of the exist- 
ence of the Palestinians as a 
people and not simply as Arabs 
living in the “Land of Israel", 
as used to be alleged by tiie 
Likud Party and its leaders. 

3. Recognition of the legiti- 
mate and “political” rights of 
tiie Palestinian people. This 
may involve the right to self- 
determination of tiie Palesti- 
nians. 

4. the election of a council 
as an interim self-governing 
authority for a transitional 
period not exceeding five 
years, leading to a permanent 
settlement based on Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 
338. 

The two resolutions embody 
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Challenges to Bhutto’s Pakistan 


By S. Farooq Hasnat 

When it came to the finale, on 
Oct. 19, Benazir Bhutto won 
the confidence of the newly- 
elected National Assembly, 
with a comfortable margin of 
121 votes against 72 of her 
opponent, the former prime 
minister, Nawaz Sharif. 

The Pakistan Muslim 
League (PML) of Nawaz Shar- 
if fought a tough electoral bat- 
tle with that of Pakistan Peo- 
ples Party (PPP), in which Be- 
nazir Bhutto, along with her 
allies, gained a narrow lead in 
'the National Assembly as well 
as in the most populous pro- 
vince of the Punjab. But she 
was able to muster the inde- 
pendents and smaller groups to. 
vote for her as the chief execu- . 
tivcf of tire country. 

The Bhuttos have gained 
power for die third time in 
Pakistan's interrupted political 
history — Zulfiquar Ali Bhut- 
to. 1971-1977; Benazir. 1988- 
1990, and again in 1993, for a 
five-year term. Since 1985, no 
prime minister has completed 
its full term ■ — Mohammad 
Khan Jtmajo, 1985-1988; Be- 
nazir Bhutto; 1988-1990; 
Nawaz Sharif, 1990-1993. 

Although the election cam- 
paign was based more on mud- 
slinging and less on issues, 
there are scores of demands 
that the newly-installed prime 
minister would confront. 
Given tiie resettling stage of 
the global and regional de- 
velopments. it will not be an 
easy task for her to address 
sufficiently all the ailments ori- 
ginating from the domestic as 
well as international sources. 

There are at least three re- 
quirements that, to begjn with, 
must be fulfilled by her party. 
The first priority, which has a 
twin dimension, forms the 
basis of all other achievements 
— it is that of an extremely low 
24 per cent literacy rate and an 
alarming population growth 
rate of around three per cent. 
The mentioned variables have 
■ a strong correlation with each 
other. This dangerous com- 
bination can cause a nightmare 
for any country that aspires to 
enter the 2 1st century with an 



Benazir Bhutto 

identity of a middle income 
society. 

The international experts do 
acknowledge that given the 
prevalent human potential and 
tiie favourably existing land- 
population ratio. Pakistan has 
a fair chance, in the near fu- 
ture, to become a modern na- 
tion in a real sense of the word. 
The meager two per cent 
budgetary finances allocated 
for education have been ex- 
ceedingly low by any stan- 
dards. Other developing na- 
tions grant a share of 25 per 
cent or more for the same 
sector. The Oxford and Har- 
vard educated new chief execu- 
tive must deal with these mat- 
ters on a priority basis. 

One of the hindrances in the 
promotion of a modern Pakis- 
tani society has been the extra- 
role and the misuse of power 
by some sectors of the “estab- 
lishment" or a colonial style 
bureaucratic machinery. They 
are found everywhere on the 
land — from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs to that of the 
Income Tax Department. 

This menace exists from the 
inception of Pakistan,' thriving 
on weak political process and 
poorly organised political par- 
ties as mil as a prolonged 
spells of dictatorial rule in the 
country. The Pakistani 
bureaucrats remind one of the 
British colonial days, when 
their counterparts ruled with a 
particular affectation of domi- 
nance but without any sensitiv- 
ity towards the basic necessi- 
ties of the people at large. It 
was a system more established 


on certain requirements of a 
self-created protocol and dis- 
play of authority — rather than 
on valid realities. 

The claimant to be the rep- 
resentative of the common’ 
man, the PPP has been accused 
by its critics that when in pow- 
er it fails to address this 
menace in Pakistan. Now, 
elected for a third tenure, the 
PPP would be under pressure 
to pay attention to the given 
problem and a complete re- 
placement of the “establish- 
ment" has to be undertaken. 
No doubt it would confront 
stiff opposition but then the 
prime minister has gained a 
mandate from the people who 
are the source of real power in 
the country. It cannot be ex- 
pected that with the vehicle of 
18th century, the Pakistani 
society can accomplish the re- 
quirements of the next cen- 
tury. 

In the field of foreign affairs, 
government of Benazir Bhutto 
leaves a lot to be desired. 
Because of lack of appropriate 
foresight and befitting 
strategy, Pakistan has lost con- 
sistently a lot of ground in its 
otherwise favourable environ- 
ment of the Middle East, in 
particular. Pakistan is virtually 
on a diplomatic retreat from 
the area as nothing has 
changed within the policy- 
making structures, especially 
when the universal require- 
ments have undergone drama- 
tic convulsions in foe past five 
or six years. A method has to 
be evolved by the incumbents 
to introduce additional im- 
agination and insight so as to 
cope with the challenges posed 
by a more complicated world 
arena. 

Apart from . the structural 
changes, foe new prime minis- 
ter has to deal with foe policy 
positions on vital issues. The 
matter of grave concern for 
Pakistan remains with its 
peaceful nuclear programme 
and foe American biased atti- 
tude towards it. A decision has 
to be taken by the Pakistani 
government when foe nPT 
goes for a ratification in 199S 
— whether to adhere to the 
present policy of not signing 
the treaty or adopt an alterna- 


tive course of action! Pakistan 
has not signed foe treaty, 
arguing that its affirmation to 
foe NPT must concur with that 
of its nuclear neighbour, India. 

The second issue that Ms. 
Bhutto has to face, emerges 
from tbe Indian reaction 
caused by the success of the 
Kashmiri liberation move- 
ment. A scared adversary can 
spring surprises in frustration. 
The Indian tactics is to make 
foe whole operation look like a 
typical bilateral affair, with an 
obvious intention of distracting 
foe world attention. It would 
require diplomatic skills from 
the Pakistani prime minister to 
keep foe matter on its merits. 

The third international issue 
of attention relates to that of 
foe repercussions arising from 
foe dramatic PLO-Israeli re- 
conciliation. In this context, 
tbe timing of the recognition of 
Israel or otherwise becomes 
important for the Bhutto gov- 
ernment, with stiff domestic 
opposition sitting in the wings. 
Although Pakistan has 
attached the recognition ques- 
tion to that of tbe future status 
of Jerusalem, a definite policy 
position has yet to be taken. 

Jordan's recent pronounce- 
ment on foe issue should be 
nearest to that of Pakistan. It 
becomes an obligation by the 
Bhutto government — given 
tbe popular sentiments in 
Pakistan, to grant active and 
timely diplomatic support to 
Jordan on the issue of Jeru- 
salem. The holy city is not a 
simple dispute between tbe 
Israelis and the PLO. It has a 
much larger dimension. 

For solving the above- 
mentioned structural and 
issue-oriented business, the 
next regime in Pakistan has to 
possess an exceptional stami- 
na. The future lies in the world 
of domestic economic viability 
and alert diplomacy. Nations 
foiling in both would find if 
hard to survive with dignity. 

The author, a professor of poli- 
tical science at the University 
of Punjab, Lahore, is currently 
working with the Centre for 
Strategic Studies at Jordan 
University. He contributed this 
article to tbe Jordan Times. 


the principles of non- 
acquisition of territory by force 
and foe exchange of land for 
peace with foe Palestinians. 
This is an implicit recognition 
that the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip are occupied territories 
from which Israel will have to 
withdraw. 

5. The election of foe self- 
governing authority will be 
held under agreed supervision 
and “international" observa- 
tion. In foe past, Israel never 
accepted any international su- 
pervision of foe elections. 

6. The elected council will 
have jurisdiction on tbe West 
Bank and Gaza Strip as a 
single territorial entity whose 
integrity will be preserved dur- 
ing tbe interim period. 

7. Tbe Palestinians of Jeru- 
salem who live there will have 
foe right to participate in the 
election process. 

8. Tbe elected council will 
have executive and “legisla- 
tive” authority on matters spe- 
cified in Article VI, namely 
education and culture, health, 
social .welfare, direct taxation 
and tourism and on . other mat- 
ters weed upon. 

9. Tbe elected council can 
establish a Palestinian Land 
Authority and a Palestinian 
Water Authority. 

10. Jerusalem, which was 
considered by Israel as non- 


negotiable, is now one of f 
issues that are subject to nego- 
tiation during the 
status negotiations. The other 
issues are settlements, re- 
fugees, security arrangements, 
borders and Israelis. _ . 

It is believed by Palestinians 
that the PLO-Israel Accord 
would and should lead to a$ 
independent Palestine state aE 
it is inconceivable that two 
million Palestinians living m 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
apart from three other million 
refugees in foe diaspora, most 
of whom are living in foe Arab 
states bordering Israel, would 
remain politically subservient 
to Israeli domination. 

Our age is characterised by 
foe rise of nationalities cla- 
mouring for national and poli- 
tical independence. Palesti- 
nians cannot and should not be 
an exception, particularly as 
they have been struggling for 
decades to attain national and 
political independence which 
they indeed deserve. Israel i^‘ 
certainly aware of foe present 
strong current of national 
. awareness of peoples and can- 
not go against it. And as one 
writer expressed it: "A demo- 
cratic state (like Israel) cannot 
prevent another democratic 
society acknowledged to be a 
different nation from becom- 
ing an independent state." 


LETTERS 

i ’ 

Unacceptable behaviour 

To tbe Editor: , 

I owe it to your wonderful country, and the memory of my late 
grandfather, to write about foe one unfortunate experience I 
was subjected to during an otherwise outstanding holiday in 
tbe Hashemite Kingdom. 

My grandfather served in Amman during the very early days 
of the Emirate of Transjordan. His consuming hobby was to 
relate to me and my brother his experiences with tbe people of 
riik coun try. 

I leave tomorrow, to go home to England, after spending a 
week in your country, and I can understand better the love my 
grandfather cherished for the Jordanians. 

Our driver handled foe coach, and his passengera, with 
extreme care and charm. Our guide was a waiting encyc- 
lopedia with a big heart for foe elderly amongst us, going bade 
and forth along our lines, a shepherd tending his flock. And 
what could I say about the friendly staff at foe hotel in Amm an 
and Petra? It is heart-wanning: to see that the hospitality of the 
Jordanians that my grandfather met,- several decades ago 
continues to. live an in thejr descendants. • 

However, to have this image shattered in Petra, your biggest 
treasure, is more than just a pity. To be subjected at my age to. 
uncouth advances from the horseman is demeaning, to say foe 
least. 

My husband’s mount was jabbed on two occasions in the Siq . 
by foe horseman when John refused to pay a tip (which we ■ 
understood was included in foe fee). It was John's horse- 
manship that stopped him from falling off. And even then, he 
was thrown against the hard rock twice, and his right shoulder 
bruised. 

Our guide, sadly, did not report these incidents. When we 
pressed him to do something, he explained that he would be 
afraid to report the horseman to the Tourist Police, as they 
(the horsemen) would make his life “very difficult.” 
Apparently, such incidents have been happening quite fre- 

r ntly recently, ever since the Tourist Police increased the 
substantially in foe hope of stopping foe horsemen from 
asking for tips. In fact, the only place we have been to during 
our tour where, we were asked for tips was at Petra. 

Your country, and your countrymen are treasures. Please 
do not let such irresponsible and greedy people destroy foe 
esteem that John and I, and many others (I am sure), have for 
Jordan. 


Edwins Fttz-Hobnes, 

_ .. Amman . j 

Editor's note: Upon learning of the contents of this letter 
yesterday, the minister of tourism, Dr. Mohammad Adwan, 
informed us that he bad ordered an immediate inquiry into tbe 
above incident and promised to enforce the law against its 
perpetrators. The ministry will take all necessary measures to 
prevent repetition of such incidents, tbe minister said, whether 
they are directed against our citizens or tourists. Jordan wig 
not tolerate such acts against oar guests. Dr. Adwan stressed, 
and those found guilty of committing them wig be brought to 
justice. _ 

Deadly road 

To the Editor: 

I am writing this after having seen two bad car accidents that 
earned death this week on foe Irbid-Amman road that Dasses 
through Zarqa. 

TTris dangerous road is causing death weekly if not daily. 
Unforhmafly it is the only road we have these days connecting 
of * e north,” Irbid, to the capital? Amman. 8 
Irtud has the third largest population in Jordan, which 
means that thousands of people move back and forth every 
day between the two dries. I am one of those who hate to eo to 
Amman because I have to drive my car on this dangerous 

We were promised a highway from Irbid to Amman a long 
time ago. And as we know, they started work on it it was 

HRRt 1 ? 5? three yean ago, but now we wire told 

that it will take another year before they are able to open it I 
am wondering bow many more lives wiU be lost before it ' is, 
actually finished. . 

I believe more attention should be paid to solving tbe 
problem of ^ dangerous road, especially that winter I iust 
around the comer. The authorities Sise, we h^,foatt£ 

Sow^t^ ,dCntS ,ncreases durin S tbc rainy season and 

Amgad M, From, 
P.O. Box 1184, 
Irbid. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from its 
readers 00 any subject they wish to tackle. Utt^in^ndS 
fbrpubhcation, however, should contain the 
anf preferably address as well. Names ^ 
upon request and under special dreu 
subject to editing. The 

return of unused manuscripts. " . for the 
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! Snippet* and tidbit 3 j^rom campaign 93 

Days before Nov, 8: Balloons in the air; stillness on the ground 


The 1993 elections cam- 
paign, serious as it 
appears , is not devoid of a 
light — sometimes funny 
— side. There are tidbits 
about news, views and 
comments about the cam- 
paign that will appear 
(hopefully) every day in 
this comer until it is all 
over on Nov. 8. Humour 
is intended in the column t 
in no way libel. 

THE AMENDMENT of 
the Election Law to a one- 
person, one-vote system 
has not only thrown the 
candidates off track; the 
voters too do not know 
how to deal with it. In die 
case of the Maan Gov- 
emorate (which includes 
the towns of Maan, 
Aqaba, Shobak, Wadi 
Mousa and Taybeh among 
others) the new law has 
managed to split families 
between youths and 
elders. According to elec- 
tion observers in that gov- 
ernorate, some young 
men of Wadi Mousa and 
neighbouring Taybeh 
have entered into a not- 
so-public struggle with 
their elders because the 
first group is committed to 
voting fen one candidate 
while the older generation 
wants everybody to vote 
for another, more con- 
servative candidate. The 
choice of the young is 
Abdul Karim Kabariti, a 
liberal politician who hails 
from Aqaba, while the 
tribal leaders’ favourite is 
Awad Khleifat who comes 
from Taybeh. There 
would have been no prob- 
lem between the two gen- 
erations, had the old bloc- 
voting system remained in 
force, since every voter 
could have chosen the 
two. Now, however, the 
two hopefuls, both former 
ministers, have to fight 
out, apparently fof* the 
number one position for 
the whole constituency. 



Abdul Karim Kabariti 

Maan, the capital of the 
govemorate, has only a 
small problem in this re- 
gard. Everybody (or 
almost everybody) tends 
to think conservative 
there. 

THE GOVERNMENT of 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Majali is continuing 
to lose friends right, left 
and centre. Having incur- 
red the wrath of the Islam- 
ists by banning them from 
rallying publicly, and the 
leftists for other reasons, 
the government now has. 
only its arms to rely on. 
But one of those arms has 
also come under attack 
this past week. Aref Abu. 
Keraki, the district gov- 
ernor of Ramtha, was ac- 
cused yesterday of in- 
terfering in the elections. 
According to a press re- 
lease by the party’s office 
in Irbid Governorate, 
“(Mr. Abu Keraki) stop- 
ped one of the banner 
calligraphers working for 
our candidates, Jamil A1 
Nimri. The governor had 
demanded that the par- 
liamentary hopeful should 
get approval for the con- 
tent of his banners before 
they can be put up.” Mr. 
Nimri, who is the editor- 
in-chief of A1 Ahali week- 
ly, is running for elections 
ur die Irbid district. One 
apologist for government 
policy commented that “if 


anyone thinks that the 
government is just hitting 
left and right, it is also 
aiming for the centre of 
the political spectrum. 
“The apologist was refer- 
ring to the banning of 
election debates in the 
Salt Cultural Forum ear- 
lier on in the campaign. 
Salt is situated in the cen- 
tra] part of the Kingdom 
geographically. The only 
one who appears to have 
escaped the heavy hand of 
the government is Dr. Ali 
A1 Faqir, who is a hardline 
independent Islamist run- 
ning for elections in Am- 
man’s first district. Dr. Fa- 


qir this week published an 
ad inviting his voters to 
congregate at five diffe- 
rent places in his district. 
And all will be open-air 
rallies. 

THERE WERE other 
complaints in the same 
northern area. It is said 
that the head of the elec- 
tions committee in Irbid 
has a vested (and person- 
al) interest in supporting 
one of the candidates 
since he is, well, his 
brother. “Those who are 
known to be voting for 
someone else are purpose- 
ly hassled by the commit- 


tee under his wing,’' 
charged one of those who 
are complaining. 


PERHAPS THE most de- 
scriptive advertisment in 
the election campaign was 
that for “Abu Maazouz,” 
not the candidate but the 
mussakhan, the great 
Palestinian dish which is 
made of chicken, lots of 
onions and herbs. “Vote 
for mussakhan Abu 
Maazouz,” the ad said. 

“Yes to olive oil, no to 
imported oils, yes to pine 
nuts, no to almonds, yes 
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Up- 




THE ASSOCIATED Press 
(AP) dispatched a sort of 
funny story yesterday 
which implied “coopera- 
tion” between Jordan and 
Israel on election matters. 
According to the news 
agency “an Israeli helium . 
balloon bearing' election 
slogans in Hebrew ^‘infil- 
trated” Jordanian skies 
Sunday, puzzling a people 


more used to reading 
Arab nationalist slogans. 

The (small balloons) were 
found by children playing 
in the Umra Uthaina dis- 
trict of Amman. “The 
agency said that “every- 
one knew the writing -was 
Hebrew, but it could very 
well have been Greek un- 
til someone who could 


read the script arrived (on 
the scene) and figured out 
that it was indeed election 
slogans. Apparently the 
balloons broke their 
moorings somewhere in 
Israel. Israel has country- 
wide municipal elections 
Nov. 2.” Someone who 




read the agency report 
wondered whether our 
elections slogans would 
have drifted across the 
border “had the minister 
of interior allowed our 
* candidates to use things 
that fly in our election 
campaign.” 


Iraqi opposition has 

little credibility- book 


to fresh chicken, no to 
imported chicken,” the ad 
went on. At the bottom of 
the box, there were bloc 
letters that read “yes ... 
yes ... to taboun bread. 
“The ad, one of the read- 
ers commented, was mis- 
sing one necessary slogan. 

“It should have highlight- 
ed the need to protect 
national unity with man- 
saf, its Jordanian counter- 
part national dish. “And 
perhaps moved its head- 
quarters away from oppo- 
site the Iraqi embassy, 
another reader com- 
mented. 


NERMEEN MURAD 


By Edith M. Lederer 

The Associated Press 

LONDON — The Iraqi 
opposition movement hasn't 
toppled Saddam Hussein be- 
cause it is fragmented among 
nearly 100 rival groups that 
have little credibility with Ira- 
qis. according to a new book. 

Author Ibrahim Nawar. an 
Egyptian journalist and 
buisnessman. said the groups 
could get rid of Saddam Hus- 
sein if they united, began oper- 
ating inside Iraq, and reduced 
reliance on international sup-, 
port. 

“But according to what we 
see now. I don't think they can 
achieve anything against Sad- 
dam," Mr. Nawar. 42. said in 
an interview Tuesday. 

Mr. Nawar, who previously 
worked for the Centre for 
Strategic Studies in Cairo, said 
he interviewed opposition 
leaders ranging from far-right 
Islamic groups to communists. 

The 384-page book, titled 
“Iraqi Opposition and the 
Struggle to Remove Saddam," 
was published in Arabic last 
week. 

The author said he began 
writing the book after abortive 
uprising by shi'ite Muslims in 
southern Iraq and Kurds in 
northern Iraq after the Gulf 
war ended in February 1991. 
Their failure highlighted the 
continuing divisions among 
opposition groups. 

Before the war, Mr. Nawar 
said, only about seven orga- 
nisations were working against 
Saddam Hussein. Today there 
are about 100 opposition 
groups, many of them the pro- 
duct of spinoffs and splits. 

"That's because some of the 
Iraqis think it's a profitable 
business," he said. “Some of 
the Iraqi opposition think 
when they raise this flag 
against Saddam they will get 
some support from the West, 
from Saudi Arabia, from 
Kuwait or from others.” 

He said Dr. Mahmoud Oth- 
man, head of the Kurdistan 
Socialist Party, told him Iraqi 
opposition groups had received 
about $40 million in support 
from foreign countries. But 
Dr. Othman didn't now where,, 
much of -the money, went. 

Mr. Nawar said Dr.Othman 
told him. “if they dare, they' 
can come out and tell us.” 

If the various groups are 
serious about getting rid of 


Saddam Hussein. Mr. Nawa* 
said, thev must reduce thejf 
reliance on Saddam Hussein s 
regional and western enemies 
— ~ including Iran. Syria and 
Saudi. Arabia — and start re- 
lying on themselves. 

“TTiis will actually open the 
way to unite all these groups 
because the main reason that 
these groups have so far failed 
to unite themselves is because 

they rely on different (outside) 
forces" with clashing 
strategies, he said. 

Opposition defendence on 
foreign backing has under- 
mined its support inside Iraq 
because even though most Ira- 
qis don't like Saddam Hussein, 
they don't want a Saudi. Syrian 
or Iranian-backed government 
to replace him. Mr. Nawar 
said. 

There are “scattered ac- 
tions" inside Iraq now. he said, 
but they aren't unified or coor- 
dinated. 

Thirdly. Mr. Nawar said, 
“they have to learn how to be 
democratic among themselves 
first, to gain credibility among 
the Iraqi people." 

And. while the groups talk 
about how they ere going to 
rebuild Iraq in the post- 
Saddam ere, he said, ‘’nobody 
talks to you about how they're 
going to remove Saddam.” 

- -Mr. Nawar said the most 
important opposition forces 
are: 

— The Dawa Party, the 
main Islamic force inside Iraq, 
which has become increasingly 
anti-Iranian. 

— The Iranian-backed High- 
er Council for Isiamic Revolu- 
tion. 

— The Ira^i National 
Accord or Al Wifak. a mostly 
nationalist group headed by 
former U.N. Ambassador 
Saiah Omar a! Ali. 

— The Free Iraqi Council, a 
liberal group headed by U.S.- 
ett nested Shi'ite Muslim Saad 
Saleh Jabr, whose father was 
prime minister. 

— The Kurdistani National 
Front, which include about 
.eight, organisations under 
Masoud Barzani and Jalal Tal- 
bani. 

In addition, he said, the 
umbrella Iraqi National Con- 
ference “has not been able so 
far to tfriite and bring other 
organisations together to work 
in harmony against," Saddam 
Hussein. 


IT NEVER FORGETS WHO’S THE BOSS 


The BMW 7 Series is a luxury 
automobile that isn’t just performance- 
oriented: it’s also driver oriented. This 
is the ideal car for discerning motor- 
ists, who demand total control. Built 
for powerful motoring, the BMW 
7 Series offers driving pleasure at its 
very best. 

Behind its smooth efficient han- 
dling is a dynamic suspension that 
offers optimum flexibility and absolute 
directional stability. An elaborately 
designed precision-arm rear axle 
keeps the car’s behaviour neutral, even 
under extreme situations. Four sensor 
ABS ( Anti-lock Braking System ) and 
ASC+T ( Automatic Stability Control 
plus Traction )* further enhance your 
rule over the road. 

The BMW 7 Series. Step in and 
take command. 

* Standard on the 750IL. 



THE ULTIMATE DRIVING MACHINE 



Ahmad Abunameh & Sons Co. 


Abunameh Building, Third Circle, Jabal Amman, Tel: 650553, Fax: 647134. 




Gulf Air mulls privatisation 


ABU DHABI (R) — The 
president of Gulf Air said the 
regional carrier owned by four 
Gulf Arab governments was 
considering privatisation plans. 

Salim Bin Ali Assiyabi told 
reporters the airline had paid 
in its 100 million Bahraini di- 
nars ($253 millior) authorised 
capital and expected to com- 
plete in 1994 a feasibility study 
on whether privatising would 
be profitable. 

“We reckon privatisation 
(leads to) success because it 
enjoys support... being owned 


by people who have commit- 
ment," he said Saturday night. 
“It is self-motivated." 

The sale of shares was first 
proposed in 1984. The board 
considered it again in 1989 but 
shelved it until the airline 
achieved steady profit. 

Mr. Assiyabi said the per- 
centage of shares to be sold 
had not yet been decided. The 
airline is owned by Bahrain, 
Oman, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates state of Abu 
Dhabi. Its bylaws give owners 
the right to offer up to 49 per 


cent of its shares to their 
citizens. 

Mr. Assiyabi said 1993 pro- 
fits could be the same or 
perhaps less than 1992 profits 
and the company would con- 
tinue over the next few years to 
transfer a portion of profits to 
capital. 

He did not say how much 
Gulf Air made last year, but a 
senior official at the Bahrain 
headquarters said Sunday the 
net profit in 1992 was 17 mil- 
lion dinars ($45 million). 


Mr. Assiyabi said Gulf Air 
would expand its fleet from 39 
to 42 planes by the end of 
1996 by phasing out eight Tris- 
tars and seven Boeing 737s and 
replacing them with 18 Airbus 
and Boeings. 

Gulf Air is due to receive 
eight new Airbus A-320s by 
1994 and has also ordered 
another six Airbus A-340s and 
four Boeing 767-300 ere. 

Mr. Assiyabi said the airline 
had already invested about S2 
billion for the planes and parts. 


NON-STOP TO 

THE GULF 



4 TIMES A WEEK 


O ulf Air offers non-stop afternoon flights 
from Amman to Abu Dhabi, Bahrain and 
Doha 4 times a week, with onward 
connections to Muscat and beyond. 



Whichever class you travel, you'll fly in 
comfort and style, enjoying our traditional 
hospitality. Come fly with i -nd discover 
the international smile of the Gulf. 




FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ROUTES AND SERVICES, CONTACT YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT 

OR GULF AIR ON 653613. 
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Optimism waning 
in German industry, 
institute says 


MUNICH, Germany (R) — 
Despite assessments that the 
recession has bottomed out, 
western German companies 
are still getting gloomier about 
business prospects, a survey 
published Sunday showed. 

But in sharp contrast to 
recession-bit western Ger- 
many, east Germany’s indust- 
rial sector, ravaged by closures 
and production cuts over the 
last two years but now over the 
worst, again reported that both 
current and expectations were 
improving. 

Firms in western Germany 
were more sceptical about re- 
covery in September than they 
had been in August, according 
to the company survey by IFO, 
a leading research institute. 

“In general, the number of 
films with a negative outlook 
for the future clearly domin- 
ated,” the report said. 

Most firms planned to cut 
production, even though in- 
coming ordeii and orders in 
hand hardly changed over die 
month. 

The key capital goods sec- 
tor, western Germany’s biggest 
export earner, reported that it 
had failed to. register the 
hoped-for improvement in 
foreign demands. 

In consumer goods, orders 

Indonesia ti 


in hand wre well down in 
September despite output cuts, 
and retailers were also 
gloomier. 

The ‘west German building 
sector, herd hit by high interest 
rates, generally expected no 
improvement in its fortunes for 
at least six months. 

Some wholesale and primary 
production companies said 
they wrc slightly more optimis- 
tic about short- and medium- 
term prospects, but only be- 
cause they expected business 
not to get any worse. 

On Thursday, Hans 
Titemeyer, president of the 
German central Bank, the 
Bundesbank, announced sur- 
prise cuts in key short-term 
interest rates to help the’ strug- 
gling economy. He said west 
German gross domestic pro- 
duct had stagnated in the third 
quarter. 

IFO’s report for eastern 
Germany referred to August. 
It said new orders bran both 
domestic and foreign markets 
had increased and most firms 
expected to boost production 
in the months ahead. 

However, east German com- 
panies on average expected to 
shed a further five per cent of 
their workforces to increase 
efficiency. 

ies harder 


to attract investment 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia 
has announced another pack- 
age aimed at boosting flagging 
investment and overall effi- 
ciency in an economy criticised 
by business people for corrup- 
tion and excessive bureaucra- 
cy. 

“An aim is to attract inves- 
tors to enhance exports,” 
Saleh Afiff, coordinating 
minister for the economy, told 
reporters after meeting Presi- 
dent Suharto. 

Indonesia has expressed 
concern that much of the re- 
cent flow of foreign investment 
has been directed at China and 
other countries in the region, 
including Vietnam. 

Under the measures, effec- 
tive immediately, the govern- 
ment relaxed bureaucratic red- 
tape on customs, tax and other 
procedures that have deter- 
mined potential foreign inves- 
tors. 

Other facets of the package 
include job creation as well as 
simplified land licence and fac- 
tor relocation procedures. 

“The basic overall aim is... 
to increase the efficiency and 
competitiveness of our eco- 
nomy in facing the acceleration 
of globalisation and competi- 
tion abroad," Mr. Afiff said. 

Foreign business people 
have complained of the high 
cost of doing business in the 
country. 

But the new measures did 
not appear to include a widely 
anticipated increase from 49 
per cent in foreign ownership 


of domestic companies quoted 
on Jakarta’s booming stock 
market. 

It is the second package this 
year. The first, in June, con- 
centrated on tariff reduction, 
removal of certain industries 
from the banned list 

The latest package is being 
unveiled at a time when In- 
donesia is grappling with a 
foreign debt burden 
approaching $90 billion and 
nearly 10 per cent annual infla- 
tion. 

Bankers say that during the 
first 9 l A months of this year 
foreign and domestic invest- 
ment were down by per cent 
and 13.1 percent, respectively, 
from the same period pf 1992. 

Foreign investment to mid-* 
September was $5.5 bOfiori," 
while domestic investment 
stood at 19.2 trillion rupiah 
($9.14 billion), they said. 

Japan is the biggest foreign 
investor in Indonesia, with a 
cumulative total of more than 
$13 billion, followed by Hong 
Kong, Taiwan and the United 
States. 

Mr. Afiff said improved effi- 
ciency in Indonesia’s economic 
competitiveness was important 
to reach targets in the sixth 
five-year development plan 
starting next April. 

Under the 1994-98 plan, 
OPEC-member Indonesia is 
aiming for an average 6.2 per 
cent economic growth in terms 
of gross domestic product and 
a decrease in reliance on oil 
and gas revenues. 


Greek premier 
promises restraint 
in economic policy 


ATHENS (R) — Greece’s 
wn nnmir policies will remain 
restrictive but the drachma will 
not be devalued and priva- 
tisation projects will be cancel- 
led. new Socialist Prime Minis- 
ter Andreas Papandreou told 
paitiament Saturday. 

In his fiist policy speech af- 
ter winning a landslide victory 
in elections this month, Mr. 
Papandreou outlined his plans 
at the start of a three-day 
confidence debate for his gov- 
ernment. 

He said the market should 
disregard rumours of a drach- 
ma devaluation and pledged to 
continue Greece's long-stand- 
ing effort to slash double-digit 
inflat ion and reduce nominal 
interest rates. 

“There will not be a drach- 
ma devaluation,” Mr. Papan- 
dreou said. 

The country’s 1993 budget 
deficit, which the premier esti- 
mated at about four trillion 
drachmas ($16 billion), would 
be financed through the sale of 
government bonds and spend- 
ing cuts. 

He also said interest rate 
cuts would follow inflation rate 
deceleration but did not repeat 
an earlier pledge by Socialist 
officials for a two-point reduc-' 
tion in government bond 
yields. 

Mr. Papandreou said he 
would cancel privatisation pro- 


jects proposed by the previous 
conservative government such 
as the sale of 49 per cent of the 
state Hellenic Telecommunica- 
tions Company (OTE). 

“It is obvious that the OTE 
privatisation law will be im- 
mediately abolished." be said. 


But Mr. Papandreou said a 
small part of OTE’s shares and 
those of other public com- 
panies would be floated on the 
Athens Stock Exchange to 
raise funds for investment pro- 
jects. 

The premier did not make 
dear whether he would grant 
public workers 1994 pay rises 
above inflation after a three- 
year austerity programme by 
the ranseryatiyes . 

“The incomes policy win se- 
cure workers* real income 
which will be increased accord- 
ing to the economy’s prog- 
ress,” he said. 

He also pledged to crack 
down on rampant tax evasion 
and to trim government spend- 
ing as much as possible. 

Mr. Papandreou said 
Greece, which assumes the 
rotating six-month presidency 
of the European Community 
(EC) on Jan. 1, would stand 
firm in its commitment to sup- 

g xt the Maastricht treaty on 
uropean union. 

“The EC presidency is a 
challenge and we will meet our 
obligations,” he said. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY OCTOBER 25, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer ; Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Mercury goes retrograde today 
so your labour may seem tiring 
and monotonous, but carry od 
religiously with them because 
you are setting the stage for long 
term benefits. Count your bles- 
sings. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You will have to preserve in your 
attempts to bring to light your 
special qualifications of a crea- 
tive nature if you want to put 
them across. 

TAURUS: April 20 to May 20) 
Start the week by looking into 
what your own household expects 
of you and do something con- 
structive about it, even if it takes 
away from other activities. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Consider die various options you 
have with usual associates to add 
to your present extension of your 
interests in whatever your daily 
routines. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) There are some practical 
problems faring you that you 
need to look at in a bigger stance 
if you are to be able to get larger 
benefits. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Your own personal ideas should 
be considered today and quietly 
go after them without getting 
your family involved in them or 
opposition devdopes. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Consider wefl what your 
private aims are and make quiet 
beadway in malting them a pan 


of your everyday existence but 
keep them to yourself for the 
moment. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Think about what you 
can do to closet yourself with a 
good friend and convince this 
person of a idealistic plan that is 
vital to your happiness. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Take some time 
out to concentrate upon whatev- 
er your worldly activities and 
duties and show you are the one 
who forgets personal matters in 
civic outlets. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Think about 
what you can do to get a new 
idea for your own growth and 
development and sidestep the 
urge to ponder over unpleasant 
situations. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
Januapr 20) Whatever you have 
hi mind concerning a better 
handfing of your basic business 
matters is good and don't get 
involved with gossiping friends. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Listen to the sug- 
gestions and desires of an outside 
companion who has considerable 
scope to own life and follow this 
advice instead of a scheming 
influential person. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Think over the various activi- 
ties that need an expression of 
your most creative skills and you 
can make big headway but avoid 
a greedy newcomer. 



“Love and marriage go together like 
horse and carriage. But I feel like 
the women who deans up 
behind the horse!” 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, to form 
tour ominary words. 


MARQA 



IE 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold 



HE SAH7TH16 
WAS THE 
ACT1KIS SAME. 


V J 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: |T I IXXXXXJ 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's | Jumbles - FLOUR BOGUS PONDER DARING 
I Answer. They olten go out to sea in ports — PIERS 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 




ACROSS 
1 Avatar of Vishnu 
5 Keep — on 
(Watch) 

9 ‘Steep aWe of a 
mountain 

13 Character actor, 
jack 

MKBtod 

IS Lost color 

17 Hand grenade 

19 Dispatch boat 

20 Jib and 
moonrakar 

21 Hawaiian chy 

23 "—and cany — 
atkac" 

24 Raw rums of 
52A 

27 So. Am. rtvar 

30— risam 

31 Arab caliph 

32 Strenuous labor 

36 Author Shuts 

40 Kata Smith 


44ThS8Canbs 
grand 

45 Wiseman 
45 0rtgbial 
47 8edazzle 
49 Moslem rulers 
52 Composer of 
40A 

58 Author Urts 

59 Lett 

60 Play for time 
64 “Datas” name 
66 Bergman rote 

’Riled to capacity 
69«.*tain 

70 News M 

71 Play area 

72 Use a stopwatch 

73 Country rood 

DOWN 

1 Agents, lor 
short 

2 Inter — 

3 'The — Love” 

4 Aviator Earturt 

5 Cttid'a mass.? 
6Segb»4ng 

■7 Prurt false 
B Expand 
9 Vacation apot 



10 Disdainful 

11 Excuse 

12 Bow commoner 

16 Venetian VIP 

180rg. 

22 Outmoded: 
abbr. 

25 Rank 
28 Top-notch 
Z7 Had a Samoan 
city? 

28 Cockeyed 

29 Harass 

33 Donovan's op. 

34 "The Lady — 

Tramp" 

35 Fafi behind 

37 CUmblng plant 

38 Champagne 

bucket 

39 P and ect Hang 

41 {brevier 

42 Grass cover 

43 Ground oom 
48 "The _ and 

50 Spray 

51 involve 


Yesterday's Pash Solved: 


£Rnn nnnra an 
unnn annua uo 
nunn nnnnn nn 
RDuannnnQrnnrin 
unun rnian 
nnnun anranra 
gnun piununa a 
nnnmaciurinnurin 
non onnnHB an 
^ mnoon ur:n 
nannn nnnn 
fJgnnnoBannanu 

nnnna nn 
annn nouno nu 
nnun annnn nn 


52 Dots of land: Pr. 

53 Pony express 
method 

54 African river 

55 Brag 

56 Boredom 

57 Bu*d up the 
mStary again - 


61 Nora'a pooch 
82r 


BSMataHc 
material . 

SS Actor ■'■Kookla' 

Byrnes 

57 Get 








Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 

in HhammiM wMt 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(October IS — October 22, 1993) 

AMMAN — Market onus shifted decisively in favour of the 
U.S. unit during last week, as the dollar rallied throughout end 
the week 3.59 per cent higher against the mark, 2.52 per cent 
higher against sterling and 0.86 per cent higher against the 
yea. While the much-awaited interest rate cuts in Germany 
had a significant impact Thursday, the dollar was also boosted 
by increasing evidence of U.S. economic improvement, which 
contrasted with signs of faltering economic performance in 
Europe. 

After rebounding to 1.6173 marks at the end of the previous 
week, the dollar jumped again Monday. Traders indicated that 
the dollar's rally was attributed ro technical considerations. 
Growing expectations that the Bundesbank would lower its 
two-week repurchase rate on Wednesday, had also gave the 
dollar some support against the mark. Reports indicated that 
the announcement of prime rate cuts by a number of major 
U.S. banks prompted dollar selling during New York trading 
hours. But short covering, caused the dollar to rebound and 
close at 1.6390 marks later in the day. 

The dollar continued to appreciate against the mark 
Tuesday, as growing expectations of a greater-than-expected 
cut in the Bundesbank's two-week repurchase rate the next 
day. raised hopes for funher interest rate cuts during its 
council meeting Thursday. Some analysts predicted that the 
Bundesbank would allow the repo rate to fall by five to 15 
basis points the next day. The dollar was also helped by 
increasing optimism about the U.S. economy, particularly in 
comparison with the sluggish growth seen in Europe. Analysts 
indicated that further evidence of U.S. economic strength 
appeared Tuesday following the release of U.S. September 
housing starts, which rose by 2.8 per cent against expectations 
of a one per cent decline. 

The dollar retreated against rbe mark and sterling Wednes- 
day, but remained unchanged against the yen. Reports 
indicated that the dollar moved lower against the mark in view 
of smaller-than-expected cut in the Bundesbank's two-week 
repurchase rate, which in turn diminished hopes for further 
interest rate cuts during the council meeting the next day. The 
■Bundesbank towered its two-week repurchase rate by 0.03 per 
cent to 6.67 per cent. Higher-than-expected German M3 
money supply figures, released that day, which showed 
annualized growth of seven per cent in September, against 
expectations of 6.9 per cent, also fed expectations of a tight 
stance by the Bundesbank. In the meantime, a better-than- 
expected rise in the U.K. retail sales by 0.5 per cent in 
September, caused sterling to move higher against the dollar. 

The Bundesbank surprised most market participants Thurs- 
day by announcing a cut in both its discount and lombared 
rates by 0.30 per cent to 5.75 per cent and 6.75 per cent 
respectively. Analysts commented that the German central 
bank must have been pressured to take this step, finally, 
despite high inflation, because of concern over German 
economic performance. The dollar thus rallied against Euro- 
pean currencies Thursday, and rose further Friday as the 
Bundesbank's move, sparked a round of interest rate cuts 
throughout Europe. The dollar thus ended the week at 1.6775 
marks and 108.08 yen, while sterling ended it at-1.4725 dollars. 

New York Closing (Cnees for Major C ur rencies Against tba 
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Sterling Pound 
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French Franc 
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Japanese Yen 
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Egypt gets most Arab private investment 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
private investments in the re- 
giqn plunged by nearly half in 
1992 and most of them were 
channelled into Egypt, accord- 
ing to the Arab Corporation 
for Investment Guarantee 
(ACIG). 

Investments stood at $483.8 
million in 1992 compared with 
$922.6 million in 1991, a de- 
cline of 47.5 per cent, ACIG 
said in a report published by 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) daily Al Khaleej Sun- 


day. 

Egypt received $363.3 mil- 
lion in 1992 while the rest 
covered Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, UAE, Tunisia, Ye- 
men and six other Arab na- 
tions. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
top oil exploiter and producer, 
emerged as the biggest inves- 
tor, pumping $321.4 million. It 
was followed by Kuwait, which 
invested $35 million and Syria, 
with $29.6 million. 

The trade and services sector 


had the lion share of the funds, 
receiving $242.4 million while 
$162.7 million were pumped 
into the industrial sector and 
the rest covered banking, 
farming and tourism. 

The report gave no reason 
for the decline in private in- 
vestment in tbe region, where 
several countries have im- 


proved investment laws as part 
of reforms to heal their chronic 
economic problems. 

A recent report by the 
Kuwait-based ACIG said total 
inter-Arab investment did not 
exceed $30 billion compared 
with between $600 billion to 
$800 billion in overseas Arab 
government and private assets. 



WE’RE TRYING TO OFFER 


* Energy-saving lamps 

* GLS lamps 25-200 w 
ft. Candle lamps 

ft Low voltage halogen lamps 

* Decorative lamps 
ft Special lamps 

ft Discharge lamps 

* Spot lamps 

ft Fluorescent lamps and starters. 

Also available in Safeway 

. Mlnwer Electrical 
Tel.: 613746/613622 
Fax.: 643746 



U.S. becomes second 
top exporter to Qatar 

DOHA (AP) — The United States has become the second largest 
exporter to Qatar, surpassing Britain and trailing only Japan. 

Data released by Qatar's Central Statistical Organisation 
showed the United States exported goods in 1992 worth $230 
million or 11.4 per cent of Qatar's imports. Japan exported goods 
worth $314 million in 1992 or 15.6 per cent of the total. The figure 
was two percentage points higher than in 1991 when Japan' 
exported to Qatar goods worth $234 million. Qatar, which relies 
on oil for most of its income, imports almost everything it needs. 
Its total import bill in 1992 as $2.01 billion, which was $893 
million higher than the total for 1991. However, imports dropped 
considerably in 1991 because of the Gulf war. 

Total exports for the country totalled $3.7 billion in 1992, giving 
it a surplus of $470 million. Oil exports accounted for 66.6 per 
cent of the total in 1992. 

Qatar is a member of the 12-nation Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries. Its current OPEC quota is 378,000 barrels a 
day. 


Abu Shakra Trading Company hosts 
Bennetton Company’s beauty expert 

THE BENNETTON Company's beauty expert Hervfi Bonneau has 
arrived in Amman as pan of a Middle Eastern tour during which be 
will see for himself how the company's products are selling in the 


region and listen to suggestions, if any, by Bennetton clients. 

On the occasion, a press briefing, attended by local press repre- 
sentatives, was held Saturday Oct. 23 at the Marriott Hotel, during 
which Mr. Bonneau talked about the company's products. 

Bennetton, a renowned French company, employs the latest' 
technology in manufacturing its products. One or the most prominent 
features of Benne lion's products is the transparency, which has 
become a must in the complexion's cosmetics and make-ups. 
Benne lion's products are not glossy, and are thus resistant to hot 
weather sweating. They are durable and resistant to sun rays too. 
Bennetton has selected the highly-desired make-up colours, including 
the coral, and orange which is in high demand nowadays. Bennetton 
products are easy to use at home and do not require previous 
experience. The company has produced cream tubes to cope with the 
requirements of the age. Those tubes are easy to cany in personal bags 
and are durable. The beauty expen briefed the audience on Bennetton 
products in the world markets, saying the company's beauty produc- 
tion line includes mascara, make-up, lip stick, nail polish, which all 
form an integrated collection and sell well. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWJQTS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACK MG, AIR FREIQH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 



Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


bS«3 



Dally Lunch 



..... Parole I 

■i- ur, - Ionian SuiiCnr.urkel BLDG. 
r;i " !,lr * ' Tel: 824677 




PEKING 

' RESTAURANT 

AUTHENTIC CHINESE' CUISINE 


Veritable Cuisine Frangsise 
Live Entertainment 

685746 

Shmessani 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service’ 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

m bo* 30 % I arger 

* From *»n f argu- 
ment 20 x .30 cm . .. 

Shmefeani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 


AtNewEsCoBxria 

SELECT HOTEL 

■wAyyMMHL. , 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFRCIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING- JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 


One visit will make you 
a steady , we beHevcUI 


The Latest 
" MUST " 
in Amman 
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Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week 

Tel. 680093/4 Fax. 823864 
Shmeisani-Near Babish 
Amrnan-Jordan 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight . 


5ZEENWAN BARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese FeeAs 





Taka away Is available 

Star Al-Arab Stmt * 

Urn Uthoinah Commerc ia l Comm 

Cnee Tested Always Uued 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

isl Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahltyyah Girls School 

Tata nwy h iwMU 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 639968 



Tin /.'< i >r!i !i!ii! 


RESTAURANT & GARDEN 




- Chinese, Thai, Philliplno, Indonisian A 
Malaysian specialities 

- Five branches all over the world and now one 
In Amman. 

- Live Band 

- World wide programmes VIA satellite 


Hours: 12 Noon 12 Midnqlx 
"7" days a week 


46 Buhiuri Street 2 nd circle . Jabai Amman Opposite French Loaf Tel 653482 







TEL 854205 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons ■ 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:659519 659520 


■Eifsil 


The Inn Place to be. 






Amman 

International Hotel 


FT 

Tel 841712/ 841713 


Restaurant 
Tapas Bar 




Advertisement 



Call tel: 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 


'.P-'.VllfiVl'i 


0p«i nfflMy From MO PM b 3J9 AJI 
E»8p< Sunday From &00 PJI to LMJUI 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle Ea& Hotel - Sfamesani 


PETRA ELECTRONICS 

Tel:656206-613681 



French 1 l&ifeine 


Abdoun 


TEL 81B564 



DAIfOTFI. 

drills 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAR0TL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 

Businessmen 
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Jebel Amman, 3 rd circle- 
telephone 6 ] 50 61 
























































































Food sent into Kashmir shrine 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — 
Muslim militants and civilians 
holed up in a besieged Kashmir 
shrine for more than a week 
said they received the first out- 
side food Sunday, delivered by 
local women. 

Yet there was no sign of a 
breakthrough in negotiations 
to end the siege by Indian 
troops surrounding Hazratbal 
Mosque at Srinagar, -capital of 
India's only Muslim-majority 
state — Jammu and Kashmir. 

Police and official sources 
said the total death toll since 
Friday in Kashmir's anti- 
Indian uprising had risen to 51. 

A militant inside the shrine, 
who gave his name as Khaiid, 
said soldiers allowed local 
women to deliver bread and 
other basic food to the lakeside 
compound Sunday morning. 

“It is not for the militants — 
it's for the children, women 
and sick people," he told Reu- 
ters by telephone from inside 
the white marble building. 

The government says up to 
50 armed militants and 150 


civilians are inside the mosque, 
Kashmir’s holiest Muslim 
shrine, which holds what Kash- 
miris believe to be a hair of the 
Prophet Mohammad. 

The militants will not say 
how many people are inside 
the compound, which was sea- 
led off by troops late on Oct. 
15. 

The inmates have refused 
government offers of food in 
the past few days oat of suspi- 
cion, despite their hunger. 

Journalists were not able to 
verify with soldiers on the spot 
whether food had gone into the 
compound because of curfew 
restrictions in several parts of 
Srinagar. 

Government spokesman 
Mehmood-Ur-Rehman said be 
could not immediately confirm 
the delivery. “It may be a fact. 

I do not know," he told repor- 
ters.' ' . 

There were other signs that 
the declared army policy of 
starving out the militants might 
be easing. 

Telephone links with the 


shrine, which appeared to have 
been cut in the siege, were 
working again by Saturday 
night. 

Khaiid said tap water sup- 
plies were also restored Satur- 
day afternoon. Bui he said 
people who drank the water 
started vomiting. 

Mr. Rehman said any sug- 
gestion that the government 
was deliberately supplying con- 
taminated water was fake. 

One of the government's 
two main negotiators, Wajahat 
Habibullah, said he was re- 
turning to the mosque for more 
talks Sunday. 

There was no sign of com- 
promise by the militants, who 
continued to demand that 
troops lift the siege. 

“They have to leave this 
place," Mr. Khaiid said. 

A senior official said the 
government was becoming in- 
creasingly desperate as the 
siege dragged on, acting as a 
powerful focus for more anti- 
Indian demonstrations. 


Some of the militant groups 
are fighting to join Pakistan, 
which rules a third of Kashmir, 
while others want a reunited 
and independent Kashmir. 

Officials have repeatedly 
ruled out storming the shrine, 
and some say the government 
may have to back down and let 
the militants go free without 
conditions. 

Official sources said one 
more person had died after 
paramilitary troops shot dead 
protesters in the small Kash- 
miri town of Bijbehara, bring- 
ing the death toll to 38. 

Mr. Rehman said an official 
enquiry into the modems is 
underway. A government 
statement said the findings 
would be presented to die gov- 
ernment within two weeks. 

Police also reported several 
more deaths after dashes else- 
where in Kashmir Friday, 
bringing the total to 50. 

Nearly 13,000 people have 
died in the Kashmir rebellion, 
which began in January 1990, 
police and hospital sources say. 


Rebel 


Georgian troops head I Kazakhstan 


soldiers for key Black Sea port to join NPT 

TBILISI (R) — Government Azerbaijan and Armenia. The ALMA-ATA (R) Kazak b- 

I loo troops captured two villages government says the rebels are stan, one of four former Soviet 


Burundi 

BUJUMBURA (R) — Sol- 
diers fled Burundi Sunday, 
fearing attacks in a popular 
backlash against last week's 
military coup, foreign diplo- 
mats said. 

Diplomats in the capital Bu- 
jumbura said no foreigners 
were hurt in the coup Thursday 
in which Burundi’s first 
democratically-elected Presi- 
dent Melchior Ndadaye was 
killed. 

Soldiers on the streets of 
Bujumbura looked nervous. 

Diplomats said peasants in 
some areas, angered by the 
overthrow of Mr. Ndadaye, 
had felled trees to block roads* 
and impede the soldiers. 

They said there were uncon- 
firmed reports that peasants 
from the majority Hutu tribe 
had massacred minority Tutsis 

— the country's former feudal 
rulers who dominate the army 

— at Kakuzi and Gitega. east 
of Bujumbura. One report said 
a Tutsi village was wiped out 
by angry Hutus. 

Meanwhile leaden of falter- 
ing military coup in Burundi 
bargained for an amnesty Sun- 
day but a minister from the 
ousted civilian government 
said the murder of the presi- 
dent had provoked fresh tribal 
violence. 

State radio, m army hands 
and monitored in neighbouring 
Rwanda, confirmed that Presi- 
dent Ndadaye had been killed 
during Thursday's coup after 
only three months in power. 

The army chief of staff as 
well as the man the coup lead- 
ers installed in Mr. Ndadaye's 
place meanwhile sought to dis- 
tance themselves from the 
takeover bid. 

Mr. Ndadaye, a 40-year-old 
banker, became Burundi's first 
democratically elected presi- 
dent after he defeated military 
President Pierre Buyoya in 
June. 

He was also the first member 
of the majority Hutu tribe to 
wrest power from the minority 
Tutsis, who traditionally 
dominated the country's poli- 
tics and army. 

Burundi's history since inde- 
pendence from Belgium in 
1962 has been scarred by 
wholesale tribal slaughters, 
often carried out by the Tutsis. 

Army Chief Lieutenant Col- 
onel Jean Bikomagu said on 
Burundi Radio Saturday that 
the soldiers who toppled Mr. 
Ndadaye were ready to surren- 
der power in return for an 
amnesty. 

"The military men have 
accepted that the government 
of Frodebu (Mr. Ndadaye's 
party) should rule again, but it 
should examine the question of 
amnesty for those who partici- 
pated in the coup," he said. 

Col. Bikomagu, who had re- 
mained silent since Thursday's 
coup, denied any role in it. 

Francois Ngeze. a Hutu civi- 
lian installed as new head of 
state, said he had been forced 
to support the paratroopers 
who led the coup. “I was taken 
by force by soldiers to solve the 
question of security of our 
country," he said on state 
radio. 

Mr. Ndadaye's communica- 
tions minister, Marie Ngeda- 
hayo, told the British Broad- 
casting Corporation: "The 
military are realising they can- 
not go ahead with the coup and 
they say they want to negoti- 
ate. 

"But we have refused to 
discuss with them because the 
danger is still there." 

Mr. Ngedahayo, speaking by 
telephone from a foreign 
embassy where he had taken 
refuge, said the interior minis- 
ter, the foreign minister's wife, 
the speaker of parliament and 
his deputy were also killed in 
the coup. 


TBILISI (R) — Government 
troops captured two villages 
from rebels in western Georgia 
early Sunday and crossed a 
bridge on the road to the key 
Black Sea port of Poti, the 
Defence Ministry said. 

A ministry spokesman told 
Reuters troops were also bat- 
tling forces loyal to ex- 
President Zviad Gamsakhur- 
dia on a second front near the 
rebel-held town of Senaki. 

The villages taken were Sup- 
sa and Grigoleti, the ministry 
said, adding that the govern- 
ment forces, who back Geor- 
gian leader Eduard Shevard- 
nadze, were approaching Poti 
from the south. 

It said the soldiers were a 
few kilometres from Pod, a 
port from which grain and 
other supplies are usually 
taken by train and road to the 
Georgian interior and on to 


Azerbaijan and Armenia. The 
government says the rebels are 
blocking the supply route, and 
has asked Moscow to help se- 
cure it. 

The ministry’s account of the 
latest fighting could not be 
independently confirmed. 

There was .no news about 
Samtredia, a strategic town 
which the government says re- 
bels shelled Friday and Satur- 
day, injuring two civilians and 
destroying several houses. 

Government forces laun- 
ched an offensive last week 
after several towns were over- 
run by rebels last weekend. 

The rebels are fighting to 
oust Mr. Shevardnadze and 
re-install Mr. Gamsakhurdia, 
who was overthrown in 1992 
amid charges he was running a 
dictatorship in the tiny Trans- 
caucasian republic. 


Rocard officially takes over 
French Socialist Party 


LE BOURGET, France (R) 
— Former Prime Minister 
Michel Rocard was formally 
voted in as head of the French 
Socialist Party which be has 
beaded since the party lost 
power in an election disaster in 
March. 

• Mr. Rocard, sole candidate 
for the post of party first 
secretary, got 80 per cent of 
587 votes cast by delegates at a 
party congress in this Paris 
suburb. 

But the personal antagon- 
isms which marked internal 
party politics for years were 
apparent as 112 delegates cast 
blank ballots while 51 others 
did not take part in the vote. 

Most notable among those 


who abstained were politicians 
like ex-Foreign Minister Ro- 
land Dumas who are personal- 
ly loyal to President Francois. 
Mitterrand, the long-time par- 
ty chief before becoming 
French president in 1981. 

Mr. Mitterrand, whose dis- 
like of Mr. Rocard is prover- 
bial in French politics, sent a 
message to the congress Friday 
telling them unity was the key 
to regaining power but 
pointedly not mentioning Mr. 
Rocard’s name. 

Mr. Rocard twice unsuccess- 
fully tried to topple Mr. Mit- 
terrand as party leader in 1981 
and 1988 in bids to become the 
Socialist candidate for the 
presidency. 


Bosnian Muslims launch 
assault on Croat town 


SARAJEVO (R) — The 
Muslim-led Bosnian govern- ' 
merit army has launched an 
assault on the Croat enclave of 
Vares in central Bosnia, a 
U.N. officer said. 

“The Vares pocket is under- 
attack. There is serious fight- 
ing around the town but not 
yet on its outskirts," U.N. Pro- 
tection Force spokesman 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bill Aik- 
man told Reuters Sunday. 

Col. Aik man said the attack 
on Vares, until now virtually 
untouched in the 19-month-old 
civil war, began Saturday after 
Bosnian troops seized the out- 
lying settlement of Kopjari to 
link up with comrades trapped 
within the pocket. 

"By taking Kopjari the Bos- 
nian army opened up a route to 
relieve its people within the 
pocket. Having done that, the 
Bosnian army is pressing ahead 
with an assault along the 
northwest-to-southwest flank 
of the Croat forces." Col. Aik- 
man said. 

The first fighting in the 
Vares area began five days ago 
when the battle for the village 
of Lijesd forced thousands of - 
Croats to cake refuge among 
their former Serb enemies. 

Vares straddles a vital road 
from Sarajevo to one of the 
biggest Muslim strongholds of 
Tuzla to the east. 

Muslim-controlled Sarajevo 
Radio said Sunday the latest 
fighting flared after Croat 
troops Saturday annihilated a 
Muslim village, Stupni Do, on 
the edge of the Vares enclave. 

“The village of Stupni Do 
with 250 inhabitants, no longer 
exists as of Oct. 23,” the radio 
said. 

It said separatist Croat 
forces (HVO) attacked the vil- 
lage with artillery and infantry 
and, after crushing the resist- 
ance of 40 local Bosnian army 
troops, “burned houses and 
killed civilians.” 

“The village of Stupni Do is 


still burning. There will soon 
be an offensive to liberate this 
part of Bosnia,” it said. 

Croat and Muslims fought as 
allies against rebels Serbs when 
Bosnia's civil war started 18 
months ago, but turned against 
each other over territory in 
central Bosnia early this year. 

Since then, Muslim forces 
have wrested five key central 
Bosnian towns from their for- 
mer allies, to create their 
heartland prior to an 
internationally-mediated 
agreement to split Bosnia into 
three ethnic mmi-states. 

Col. Aikman reported heavy 
Serb shelling along front lines 
in the Golubic Valley on the 
southeast fringes of the Muslim 
Bihac pocket which tailed off 
Saturday after Serbs advanced 
about 500 metres. 

Maverick Bihac Muslim 
leader FBtret Abdic, president 
of the self-proclaimed Auton- 
omous Province of Western 
Bosnia (APWB) which has 
broken with the Bosnian gov- 
ernment led by President Alija 
Izetbegovic, signed a peace 
agreement with rebel Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic in 
Belgrade Friday. 

Mr. Abdic also signed a 
peace pact with Bosnian Croat 
leader Mate Boban Thursday, 
saying he has secured peace for 
bis people. 

It remained undear whether 
the Serbs advanced against 
forces loyal to Mr. Abdic or 
Bosnian government troops. 

The Bosnian Serb News 
Agency (SRNA) said Serbs 
Sunday opened a border cros- 
sing with Mr. Abdic's Bihac 
enclave, saying Muslims 
needed no other documents to 
cross except for identity pap- 
ers. 

Col. Aikman said two UN- 
PROFOR jeeps driven by 
Dutch military policemen were 
hijacked on Route Diamond, 
the major supply corridor into 
central Bosnia. 


ALMA-ATA (R) — Kazakh- 
stan, one of four former Soviet 
states with atomic weapons, 
will join the nucle ar n on- 
proliferadon treaty (NPT) by 
the end of the year. President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev said 
Sunday. 

At a news conference fol- 
lowing “deep and serious" 
talks with U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher, Mr. 
Nazarbayev said through an 
interpreter: "As a result of this 
visit, we readied agreement... 
the agreement on safe and 
secure dismantling (of nudear 
weapons) will be signed in the 
near future," a 

Mr. Nazarbayev said the 
Kazakh parliament would 
ratify the decision by the end 
of the year. 

Mr. Nazarbayev and Mr. 
Christopher, who is on a week- 
long tour of the former Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe, 
said the deal would be signed 
by the presidents of the two 
nations — a hint U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton could meet 
Mr. Nazarbayev soon. 

Mr. Clinton is scheduled to 
bold a summit with Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin m Mos- 
cow in January. 

U.S. officials said Mr. 
Christopher would discus', the 
possibility of a visit by Mr. 
Clinton to Kazakhstan. Mr. 
Christopher flies to Ukraine 
later Sunday, and will be visit- 
ing another Soviet-era nudear 
state, Belarus. 

By joining the NPT, Be- 
larus, Kazakhstan and Ukraine 
commit themselves to eschew- 
ing nudear arms for good. 

Under protocols to the 
START-1 treaty on slashing 
nudear arsenals signed in Lis- 
bon last year, -the four former 
Soviet republics agreed Russia 
should be the sole holder of the 
Kremlin’s nudear arsenal. 

Ukraine remains the only 
one of the four still to ratify 
START-1 and a majority in 
parliament favours keeping 
some of the 1 ,800 warheads on' 
its territory at least temporari- 
ly- 

Many deputies say Ukraine 
should hold back on approving 
the Lisbon protocols and NPT 
to press claims for security 
guarantees and compensation 
to cover the costs of disarma- 
ment. 

U.S. officials say Kazakh- 
stan has already begun disman- 
tling its warheads. In Kiev, Mr. 
Christopher is expected to 
press Ukraine to do the same. 

While In Alma-Ata, Mr. 
Christopher, a dapper lawyer 
recently named one of the 
best-dressed Americans in a 
magazine poll, tried on his gift 
from Mr. Nazarbayev — an 
embroidered camel-hair coat 
called a shapak and hat known 
as a kaipan. 
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BELFAST (R) — The IRA 
torpedoed tentative Northern 
Ireland peace talks with a 
bungled bomb attack that kil- 
led 10 people, stiffening Prime 
Minister John Major’s resolve 
not to speak to the guerrilla 
group untO it renounces vio- 
lence. 

■"People cannot bomb their 
way to a political objective, it 
cannot be (tone,” Mr. Major 
said Sunday after the bomb 
tore into the Protestant heart- 
land of Belfast and launched 
the war-weary province into 
another bloody round of “tit- 
for-tat” killings. 

He dampened hopes of a 
peace breakthrough, kindle d- 
by contacts between Northern 
Ireland politicians and Irish 
nationalist leaders, asking: 
“What on earth do the IRA 
think this sort of atrocity is 
going to do? What confidence 
does that build?" 

Protestant extremists, whose 
meeting place was the intended 
target, of Saturday’s blast, said 
the IRA, fighting to end Brit- 
ish rule in the province, 
“would pay a heavy, heavy 
price for this atrocity" and 
within hours three men were 
shot and wounded in a wave of 
sectarian attacks. 

Hundreds of extra troops 
and police were poured on to 
the tense streets of Northern 
Ireland to try to deter revenge 
attacks typical of the pro- 
vince’s cycle of violence. 

The Irish Republican Army 


(IRA), faring its worst disaster 
since 11 people were killed in 
1987 by a bomb at a war 
memorial ceremony in Ennis- 
killen, admitted the bombing 
that killed 10 people and in- 
jured 59 "went tragically 
wrong." 

In a statement issued after 
the bomb cut a swathe through 
shoppers and killed women 
ana children, the IRA said: 
“Not all our volunteers are 
accounted for." 

One of the ERA bombers 
was believed to have died in 
the blast and a second was 
seriously wounded and being 
kept under armed guard in 
hospital. 

Shocked relative May Harri- 
son said: "My husband 
travelled to hospital in the 
same ambulance as the man 
who planted the bomb.” 

Mr. Major, talking to BBC 
Television from the Common- 
wealth summit in-Cyprus, said: 
"There is only one message I 
want to hear from the IRA and 
that message is that they have 
ghrqp up violence for good. 
Yesterday they sent a different 
message.” 

Moderate Irish nationalist 
leader John Hume has been 
conducting peace talks with 
Sinn Fein President Gerry 
Adams, leader of the IRA’s 
political wmg, in an attempt 
to end 25 years of a conflict 
that has caused more than 
3,000 deaths. 


Mr. Hume, his voice bowed 
by despair, appealed for the 
talkin g to continue and said of 
the bombing: “It was an act of 
mass saiugfater and murder. 
People are sick and tired of the 
violence. All the violence*, 
does is fill graves and deepen 
division." 

His party colleague Joe Hen- 
dron, member of parliament 
for the ravaged Shankill Road, 
gave a blunter assessment: 
“The IRA have given two fin- 
gers (an insulting gesture) to 
the talks." 

Northern Ireland’s Political 
Affairs Minister Michael 
An cram agreed, saying the 
bomb “makes a total mockery 
of any talk of peace on the part 
of the IRA. 

The bomb was forcefully 
condemned by Irish Foreign 
Minister Dick Spring who 
travefc to Belfast Wednesday 
for talks with Britain’s North- 
ern Ireland Minis ter Patrick 
Mayhew. 

Mr. Major is due to meet 
Irish Prime Minister Albert 
Reynolds at a European Com- 
munity summit in Brussels Fri- 
day to try to find a way of 
renewing negotiations. 

Britain hopes to set up a 
local power-sharing govern- 
ment between Protestant and 
Roman Catholic leaders in 
Northern Ireland after 20 years 
of direct rule from London. 
The talks collapsed last 
November and show little sign 
of resuming. 


Canadians appear set to vote for 
return to the ‘good old days* 


OTTAWA (AFP) — Canada’s 
political leaders are preparing 
tor their last weekend cam- 
paign push before Monday’s 
general elections which are 
now widely expected to be won 
by the opposition Liberal Par- 
ty- 

The biggest question 
appears to be over whether 
Jean Chretien and his Liberal 
Party will have an overall 
majority in the 295-seat House 
of Commons or whether Mr. 
Chretien will have to be satis- 
fied with a minority govern- 
ment which should benefit 
from a fractured opposition. 

In the past couple of weeks, 
all major opinion polls have 
given the Liberals around 40 
per cent of the national vote, 
followed by Kim Campbell's 
governing Progressive Con- 
servatives with just over 20 per 
cent 

Mr. Chretien's constant 


attacks on the employment 
policies of the Tory govern- 
ment under Ms. Campbell and 
former Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney appear to have 
worked. 

With unemployment re- 
maining obstinately above the 
11 per cent mark, and with Ms. 
Campbell admitting that there 
was likely to be no significant 
improvement for the rest of the 
decade, Mr. Chretien’s prom- 
ise of a return to “the good old 
days” of government- 
sponsored job creation appears 
to have worked. 

Ms. Campbell’s warning that 
the “good old days" of the 
Liberal government of Pierre 
Trudeau, in which Mr. Chre- 
tien held several ministerial 
posts, were the days of hyper- 
inflation in which the govern- 
ment laid the foundations for 
Canada’s burgeoning budget- 
ary deficits appear to have 


backfired. 

These warnings appear to 
have helped the six-year-old 
populist Reform Party — 
which wants to slash govern- 
ment spending in a bid to 
balance the budget within 
three years — win support 
from the right-wing of the 
Progressive Conservative Par- 
ty. 

Reform, which looks set to 
win anywhere up to 70 seats in 
the Commons Monday, could 
become Canada’s official 
opposition party. 

And while if is taking votes 
away from the Tories in 
English-speaking Canada, 
especially in the prairies and 
British Columbia. French- 
speaking Canada is expected to 
give the Bloc Quebecois a 
majority of Quebec’s 75 feder- 
al parliament seats — again at 
the expense of the Tories. 


U.S., N. Korea to resume nuclear talks 


SEOUL (R) — The United 
States and Communist North 
Korea are expected to resume 
stalemated high-level talks 
over Pyongyang’s alleged ato- 
mic weapons development 
plan in early December, news 
reports said Sunday. 

State radio quoted a senior 
government official as saying 
Washington and Pyongyang 
had agreed the third round of 
talks would cover ways to nor- 
malise ties between North and 
Sooth in a bid to help resolve 


the nudear dispute. 

The agreement indicated 
Washington had backed down 
on its original stance that the 
talks were only to discuss ways 
to settle the dispute with the 
North, the radio said. 

The mass-circulation Cho- 
sun Dbo newspaper quoted an 
unidentified senior govern- 
ment official as saying the talks 
would take place in early De- 
cember. 

Chosun said North Korea, 
under threat of U.N. sanctions 


over its suspected nudear 
weapons programme, recently 
responded positively to a U.S. 
call for inspections of its nuc- 
lear sites for the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA). J 

It said the North bad also 
responded to another U.S. de- 
mand, for progr e ss in discus- 
sions with its arch-foe South 
Korea on the exchange of spe- 
cial envoys to tackle the bitter 
nudear impasse. 


People dig with their bare hands to free fbose canght and trapped in the Shankill Road bsanbteg in 
Belfast, Northern Ireland (AFP photo) 

IRA attack sinks N. Ireland peace moves 


EC set to relaunch itself after series of setbacks 


BRUSSELS <R) — The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) will try 
this week to reset its pace on 
the road to monetary and poli- 
tical union amid a gnawing 
recession and mounting unem- 
ployment. 

A series of meetings be- 
tween EC ministers on matters 
ranging from where to site the 
embryo EC central bank to 
what joint foreign-policy goals 
the 12 nations can set culmin- 
ates in a special summit of 
heads of government Friday. 

It is billed as nothing less 
than a relaunch of the Com- 
munity, coming three days be- 
fore the Maastricht Treaty on 
European Union comes into 
force, but following nearly two 
years of setbacks to the bloc’s 
integration plans. 

“We must resume moving 
forward," European Commis- 
sion President Jacques Delon, 
an architect of the treaty, said 
recently. If not, he warned, 
Europe risked being marginal- 


ised. 

Formally, the summit's 
agenda calls for the EC leaders 
to discuss various aspects of 
the Maastricht Treaty, agreed 
in December 1991, ratified by 
the last of the 12, Germany, 
two weeks ago, and taking 
effect on Nov. 1. 

These include implementa- 
tion of a common foreign and 
security policy and the second 
stage of die bloc's move to- 
wards a single currency, in- 
volving the distribution of EC 
agencies ranging from the 
European Monetary Institute 
(EMI) to the deceptively im- 
portant plant breeder’s' 
trademark office. 

The backdrop against which 
the summit takes place all but 
ensures that the sound of 
champagne corks popping for 
Maastricht will be muted. 

The years since the treaty 
was agreed in the Dutch town 
of Maastricht have not been 
kind to EC integrationists. 


Plans for a speedy move to a 
single currency received a 
series of body blows from fore- 
ign-exchange markets, forcing 
finance ministers this summer 
to widen the supposedly con- 
verging fluctuation bands of 
the exchange rate mechanism. 

In foreign policy, the 12 
have failed to act effectively 
together in the region’s most 
debilitating security issue, the 
war in former Yugoslavia. 

But most damaging for 
advocates of a more integrated 
Europe, many EC citizens 
have given firm thumbs-down 
to Maastricht, with some find- 
ing it a threat to national 
sovereignty and others donn- 
ing it irrelevant to their every- 
day life. 

The treaty was rejected on a 
first try in Denmark, then 
barely made it through a 
French referendum and Bri- 
tain's parliament. 

.Add to tins an economic 
downturn that it sending EC- 


wide unemployment towards 
20 million, and the leaders at 
Friday's summit are expected 
to try to make the beginning of 
life under Maastricht more 
palatable to the average Euro- 
pean. 

Unlike previous summits, 
tins one is expected to avoid 
issuing huge wordy condu- 
s»ns, favouring instead some 
kind of easily understandable 
statement on the benefits of 
integration. 

EC sources also expect the 
feaders to focus sharply on the 
Community’s economic woes 
and to put off until later some 
of the more contentious items 
fating the bloc, notably agri- 
cultural trade and, possibly, 
the siting of the EMI. 

The leaders know what is at 
stake. 

“If we do nothing," pre- 
dicted Mr. Defers earlier this 
month, “this decline will end in 
disintegration (of the Com- 
munity) in 15 years." 


Sri Lankan boy 
kept in chains : • 
by mother 

COLOMBO (R) “An ll- 
year-old mentally Q1 Sn Lank- 
an boy, who was rescued two 
months ago from being 
cbahied at boom by ms mother 
for eigh 1 years, is b&ck ia 
chains, the state-owned Sms- 
day Observer newspaper re- 
ported. It said in a front page 
'story that Asantha fttthpakn- 
mara was released from the 
chains on Aug. 30 after its 
sister newspaper exposed h» 
predicament- He was admitted 
to a children’s home and liter, 
sent to hospital for treatment. 
The boy's mother Dayawathi 
was than asked to take the 
child home to Katuknnmda, a 
village sooth of Colombo, and 
bring him back to bosptadfor 
periodic review, the paper 
said. But she failed to do so 
and is once again keeping 
Fushpakumara in c hain s , the ' 
paper added. Dayawathi 
claimed she kept her son 
chained to a pillar at home to 
keep him from getting" into 
trouble after complaints from 
neighbours, the paper said. 
The boy is kept naked as be 
tore any clothes put on him, it 
added. 

Teenager locked in 
self-storage unit; 
mother charged 

ORANGEBURG, S.C. (AP) 
— The mother of al7-year-oM 
girl found locked in a rented 
storage unit with little more 
than a blanket and some 
peanut butter was arrested on 
charges of kidnapping and neg- 
lect. The girl spent weekdays 
in the dark, windowless shed 
for at least two months after 
her mother took her out of 
school because she is a slow lear- 
ner, authorities said. Sheriffs 
deputies tipped by neighbours 
of the storage complex found 
the girl. The neighbours re- 
ported seeing two women go 
into the unit each day for 
several days and only one 
come out. The girl’s mother, 
Kathy Russell, told investiga- 
tors she didn’t want her hus- 
band to know the teen wasn’t 
in school so she put her in the 
rented unit weekday mornings 
and retrieved her between 3 
and 4 p.m. Orangeburg Comi- 
ty Sheriff C.R. Smith said in- 
vestigators were looking into 
why the girl was kept out of 
school and for how long. The 
mother was in jail in neu of 
$300,000 bond. Mrs. Russell's 
husband. Milton, told author- 
ities be bad been giving her 
tuition money each month be- 
cause he thought his daughter 
was attendmg Orangeburg Pre- 
paratory School. The head- 
master, Ann Glover, said the 
girl was not a student there. 
Milton Russell said during a 
bond hearing for his wife that 
he worked many hours of over- 
time and left her in charge of 
matters at home. 

Report: Scientist 
clones human 
embryos 

NEW YORK (AP) — In an 
experiment believed to be the 
first of its kind, a researcher in 
Washington has doned human 
embryos into identical twins or 
triplets, according to a pub- 
lished report Dr. Jerry Hall of 
George Washington University 
Medical Centre was trying to 
devise a method to create more 
embryos to implant when cou- 
ples do not produce a sufficient 
number for in vitro fertilisa- 
tion, according to Sunday’s 
editions of the New York 
Times. Dr. Hall is in the in 
vitro fertilisation programme 
at the university where doctors 
help women nave babies by 
mixing sperm and eggs in a 
laboratory and then implanting 
them m the women. Dr. HaB 
declined to be interviewed by 
the paper, which based hs re- 
port on a summary of a scien- 
tific paper he presented at an 
Oct. 13 meeting in Montreal of 
the American Fertility Society, 
to the summary, the Times 
•said. Dr. Hall wrote that by 
splitting the embryos into twins 
or triplets or quadruplets, doc- 
tors could try to implant more 
embryos, making it more prob- 
able that a woman could be- 
come pregnant. A description 
of the findings is scheduled to 
appear next week in Science 
magazine, the Tunes said. 

Philippines to host 
Miss Universe • • 
pageant 

(R) — Manila has 
been selected to host the 1994 
Miss Universe beamy rajteant, 
Philippine President FStJeT 
Ramos said Sunday. Mr. 
Ramos dismissed press critfe- 
sms that his cash-strapped 
garonment would spend mil- 
lions of dollars for thecontest, 
saying it would be mainWa 


r ate sector initiative. M 
abo hosted the. Miss l] 

versecomest in. 1974 when i 

rated by late Pn 

dent Ferdinand Marco*. 
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Blue Jays land the last, punch in World Series 


TORONTO (R) — The two 
best-hitting teams in Major 
League Baseball slugged it out 
in the 90ih World Series, and 
the Toronto Blue Jays landed 
' the last punch. 

Joe Carter’s three-run hom- 
er with one out in the bottom 
, of the ninth lifted the Blue Jays 
v to a thrilling come-from- 
1 behind victory over the Phi- 
ladelphia Phillies Saturday to 
Fsnatai a 4-2 win in the best-of- 
seven game series. 

It was Toronto's second 

■ championship in a row and the 

■ first ever won in Canada. 

' The Phillies had mounted a 
. comeback of their own, scoring 
five runs in the seventh inning 
, highlighted by Lenny Dyk- 
stra's three-run homer to torn 
a 5-1 deficit into a 6-5 lead. 

The series saw records set or 
i equalled in a slew of offensive 


categories including most hits 
(122) and most runs (81) in a 
six-game series. In fact, the 81 


runs fell just one short of the' 1 
highest-scoring seven-game 
series. 

^ The two teams also set .a 
record for most appearances 
by the beleaguered pitchers in 
a six-game series, 44, and 


Toronto's wild 15-14 game four 
victory eq tilled the record for 
hits in a angle game, 32, and 
was the longest series game 
ever at four hours and 14 mi- 
nutes. 

But the near-farcical game 
four also typified both teams’ 
resilience, as Toronto won h 
with a six-run eighth mump , 
and Philadelphia bounced b ari c 
from the devastating Joss to 
win the onlypitaherr duel, of 
the series or Curt Schilling's 
five-hit, complete-game 
shutout in game five. 

Philadelphia needed com-- 
ptete games because closer 
Mitch williams lived up to his 
| ‘wild thing” nic kname , pick- 
ing up two losses, with one 
save. “I blew it" he said after 
each loss, adding “life's a 
bitch” after the final defeat. 

Both teams got here with 
their bats. 

Philadelphia, a run-scoring 
machine during the regular 
season, took the National 
League Championship Series 
(NLCS) from a two-tune N.L. 
champion Atlanta Braves team 
that boasted the best starters in 
baseball. 

Similarly in the 'American 


lampionshrp Senes he scored 'the lying run on 
e Jays, with the top Carter's homer, 
rs in the league in Among the others who may 
d, series most vain- go axe Tony Fernandez, whose 
- Paul Molitor and nine RBI woe a series record 
lomar, knocked off for shortstops, and catcher Pat 
White Sox team - Borders, last year’s series 
to have superior MVP. 


Teague Championship Series 
(ALCS), the Jays, with the top 
three hitters in the league in 
John Olcmd, series most valu- 
able player Paul MoUtor and 
Roberto Alomar, knocked off 
a Chicago White Sox team 
conceded to have superior 
pitching. 

Purists may decry this as the 
shape of the future as ever- 
expanding baseball further di- 
lutes the quality of the game's 
pitching. _ J * 

General Manager Lee Tho- 
mas and Manager Jim Fregosi 
reaped accolades -for forging 
Philadelphia’s rowdy, bearded, 

' tobacco-chewing '‘castoffs" 
into a close-knit, high-sonrm g 
unit able to come from worst to 
first in a year. 

For Toronto, Pat GiDick was 
already planning to recast his 
high-priced team for next year, 
his last at the helm. Giltick, 
who changed 12 of. the 25 
players on last year’s' roster, 
hopes to trim the $50 miltip n 
payroll by as much as $8 mil- 
lion. 

That means late- season, t ac- 
quisition Rickey Henderson, 
tne best leadoff man in history, 
is probably gone, even though 


Iraq, S. Arabia draw 1-1 in Doha 


DOHA (AP) — Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia, whose last en- 
counter in the deserts sands 
involved scuds and U.S. sol- 
diers, battled for a passage to 
America Sunday. But the 
World Cup Asian qualification 


But Molitor— who emerged, match ended in a 1-1 draw, 
from 15 years of semi-obscure Thousands of Qatari police, 
stardom in Milwaukee to hit some with dogs, kept a strict 
•332 with Toronto this season. vigil, as French referee Joel 
then hit 500 in the senes with Quimou blew the final whistle, 
two ho®ers, two triples, two Iraq scored in the first mi- 
doubles and eight RBI — will note when Captain Ahmad 
foT anotheT y 6 "- Radhi, 29, flicked the ball into 
Molitor set a postseason re- the net after getting a cross 

from SeHm Hussain. It was 
m the ALCS and 10 in the almost a dream goal, 
senes — and scored the cham- After the goalfnwny Iraqi 
fnonshrp run on Carter’s fans qpjcklyswitS ™ 

Carter himself, who since P»»«^phs they were ^play- 

slsksAsS 

ter Major Leaguer, will re- ^SSmSSkfA’Si 

So will a couple of dazzling arrived in convoys of expensive 
-year-olds — OlemdTwho gS 2? l«ujy bt»K to 
tied* .363 this season, and J 1 * to 

Omar, who hit .326 and Saeed Owairan’s powerful shot 


Carter himself, who since 
1985 has more RBI, 952, and 
more home runs, 262, than any 
other Major Leaguer, will re- 
turn. 

So will a couple of dazzling 
25-year-olds — Olerud, who 
batted*. 363 this season, and 
Alomar, who hit .326 and 
according to Fregosi is a sure 
Hall of Famer barring serious 
injury. 

A little pitching would ' just 
be icing on the cake. 


from inside the penalty area 
found the mark in the 35th 
minute. The score was levelled 
1 - 1 . 

As die battle ay started 
rising from spectators, the play 
on the field became rough. 
Referee, Joel Quiniou, 
brought out the game’s first 
yellow card for Saudi Arabia’s 
Fahed Mehalel for dangerous 
play. 

At half-time, the teams were 
tied to 1-1. 

To keep tine fans engaged 
and to bring a little relaxation 
during the 15-minute break, 
die giant screen at the stadium 
showed one of the most popu- 
lar Arabic singer Kbahd A1 
Sahar of Iraq, singing a hit 
Arabic number. And them 
came the lucky ticket number 
which won a Mitsubishi Lan- 
cer. 

But on the field tension and 
rough play dominated. 

In quick succession, after the 
break, Saudi Arabia's Owadran 


and Iraq's Saad Nnman got 
yellow cards. 

In the 56 minute Saudi Ara- 
bia wasted a penalty when 
Khalid AI MnwaHd shot flew 
over the goalpost. The penalty 
was awarded when Iraq’s Jabar 
Hanoon brought down 
Owairan. 

Earlier organisers wove a 
security web around Khalifa 
Stadium to stop repetition of 
Friday’s incident when 
thousands of Saudi fans in- 
vaded the ground, broke chairs 
and gesticulated at South Ko- 
rean supporters after a last 
minute equaliser against the 
South Koreans. 

The Saudi Football Federa- 
tion was warned Saturday that 
its fans would be barred from 
the stadium if they invaded the 
field or intimidated fans of a 
rival team. 

More than 3,000 Qatari riot 
police, wearing camouflage 


uniform, conducted crowd- 
control drill inside the 40,000- 
seat stadium before the match. 
During the game the police, 
who are normally kept out of 
public view, were posted near 
the Saudi stand. . 

Iraq's soccer authorities had 
expressed fears that their play- 
ers would be subject to 
“assaults and abuse by the 
Saudi fans,” the state-run Iraqi 
News Agency reported. 

Iraq, with a fair chance to 
■qualify for the 24-nation World 
Gap finals in the U.S. after its 
2-1 victory over traditional foe 
Iran Friday and Sunday’s 1-1, 
already had set the tone for ' 
Saturday’s encounter. 

“ ... Our implacable enemy, 
the Saudis must be crushed 
before a television audience of 
millions around the world," 
the AI Baath Aniyadbi sports 
newspaper in Baghdad 
screamed before the six-nation 
tournament began. 


Ukrainians score double at Skate America 


Senna wins Japanese Grand Prjx 


• SUZUKA, Japan (R) — Ayr- 
ton Senna won the Japanese 
T. Grand Prix with a superb ex- 
:• hibition of masterful driving 
: Sunday — but tarnished ins 
■s. performance byjranching Brit- 
ish driver Eddie Irvine in a 
fight after the race. 

Incensed by the Briton’s 
“unprofessional" driving in 
, difficult, wet conditions on his 
t Grand Prix debut. Senna 
-%drarged into the office of 
•- Irvine's Jordan team an hour 
after the race ended. 

After a brief slanging match 
and a torrent of insults. Senna 
' threw a punch with his left fist, 
knocking Irvine to the floor, 
.. before be was restrained and 

■ pulled away by McLaren team 
~ officials. 

Jordan commercial -manager 
Ian Phillips who saw the inci- 
dent said: “I have had to re- 

- port Senna to the race stewards 

- for a serious physical assault. It 
. is a sad day when you see a 

- great sportsman and a three- 

■ times world champion reduced 
*. to such cheap physical tactics.’' 

Senna,' *irnost beyond con- 


After the race, however, 1 that it would be possible for 
Irvine 1 forcefully/ defended his them to have some good words 

driving. He said Senna could to say to each other in the last 
do what he wanted to and used race of Prosfs career in Au- 

colourful language to make his stralia, Senna simply replied: 
feelings plain. “Maybe." 

The Northern Ireland driv- Hal, in a W illiams , finished ' 
ers' behaviour was relayed to fourth to stay narrowly ahead. 
Senna who stormed down the of Senna in second place in the 
back of the paddock and into championship while the two 
the Jordan office where their Jordan drivers, Brazilian 
confrontation took place. . Rubens Barrichellqand Irvine, 
Senna, 33, said later: *T had ' were fifth and sixth toscore the 
to go off the track three time*- team’s first points of the. 


trol with rage, was •escorted 
away after the incident with-' 
•cit making any comment. 

Irvine, who mushed sixth, 
said he was amazed at Senna's 
behaviour. “He is totally out of 
krontrol — completely and 
utterly,” he said. “He nit me 


across the head and I fell 
down." 

The row erupted because 
Senna, while leading the race, 
became involved m Irvine’s 
scrap for fourth position with 
Briton Damon ml. 

Senna stud their battle had 
been unprofessional and he de- 
scribed Irvine as “stupid” 
when he spoke at the post-race 
media conference. He said 
Irvine should have paid more 
attention and respect to the 
leaders. 


inded. They were battling and they 

slanging match could have had an accident and 
insults. Senna taken me off. I tried to explain, 
ith his left fist, ' but he was not listening.” 
to the floor. Senna’s victory keeps alive 
restrained and his hopes of finishing second 
McLaren team overall in this year’s Drivers’ 
Championship. 

srcial -manager He took the lead in his* 

> saw the inri- McLaren at the first corner 
ive had to re- after out-starting world cham- 
: race stewards pion and polenum Alain Prost 
steal assault. It of France, 
ien you see a Although he lost his position 

and a three- after an early pit-stop he re- 
npion reduced gained the ascendancy in heavy 

ysical tactics.” rain to sweep to the 40th vio- 
E beyond con- "tory of his career. - " ' " 
was •escorted . Making the most of the 
incident tritb-' " ' changing conditions and jjtidg- 
y comment. ing his strategy and his driving 
finished sixth, to perfection. Senna came 
zed at Senna's home comfortaWyx clear of 
istotallyoutof Prost, in a Williams, with his 
npletely and McLaren team mate Mika 
L “He hit me Hakkinen of Finland in third 
d and I fell place. 

It was Hakkinen's first 
ipted because podium finish in only his 
ding the race, second race outing for the 
d m Irvine’s McLaren team. 


The day will be remembered 
not only for the excitement of a 
race filled with incidents and 
the fight between Soma and 
Irvine, but also because the old 
hostilities between Senna and 
Prost also surfaced again. 

Senna ignored Prost on the 
victory rostrum and when 
Prost said afterwards be hoped 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHMJF 
ATMOttHKRSCH 

CI9U TittiM MMt SaniCM. Bit 

THE KILLING BROMIDE 
Both 80111,1 dMk - this tie of tb 

7 SS 2 ttondcontrac 

0 K Q 10 9 6 3 ' W»t led a 1 

#54 the queen and 

WEST EAST ace- East heh 

* 10 7 6 4 2 4 K 9 3 moods on the 

7 10 84 7QJ93 ' then won th 

0 2 0 A 8 7 4 spade return 1 

* Q J 9 6 *10 8 and declarer < 


SOUTH. . 

* A86 
7 A K 7 

C- JGT 

* AK 7 8 2 
The hidefing- 

South West North East 

1 * Pas. i o Pan 

2 NT Pan 3 NT Pan 
Pan Pan 

Opening lead: Pour of * 


this he of the cards, 11 tricks are 
there, perhaps even 12, at a dia- 
mond contract . 

West led a low spade, covered by 
the queen and king and taken by the 
ace. East held up the ace of dia- 
monds on the first lead of the suit, 
then won the conti nu a t ion. The 
spade return was taken in dnmm y 
and declarer cashed out 11 tricks. 

Wen? 

There’a just one mistake, but it’s 
a lulu. It occurred, as so often hap- 
pens, at the very first trick. 

Let’s suppose East forgets all 
about the maxim of covering an 
ho nor with an honor, or third hand 
high, and allows dummy to win the 
first spade trick. Now. declarer can 
force out the aoe of diamonds, but as 
long as East holds tzp for one round. 


It is easy to fall into tbs trap of . there's no entry to the four winning 
becoming a slavish follower of rules, diamonds on the board! Indeed. 


but that’s a . sura way of ktsii 
bridge. It instead, you follow 


at there's an opportunity for a pretty 
w- denouement to the band. When in 


cufe Poirot's advice and “use t fro-f with the ace of diamonds Bast can 
little gray cefla," the right play is with the long at spades ! That 

often obvious. Can you spot the er- the table’s queen and seta up 


rom on this hand? 


partner’s suit without costing the 


The bkkfiiv was routine. South defenders a tempo, and declarer 
showed a balanced 18-20 points and goes down two tricks! 
we don't blame North for looking no We’re indebted Frank Thomas, 

further than three no trump as the editor of A3TA « Quarterly Maga- 
moat likely contact even though, on far this band. 


season. 

The result was a sensational 
reward for Irvine for a commit- 
ted performance in his first 
Grand Prix. 

But as well as his altercation 
with Senna, Irvine was also" 
involved in several incidents, 
during, the- race and was re-, 
ported to the Stewards by the 
footwork team after coin ding 
with Briton Derek Warwick at 
the chicane near the end. The 


protest was rejected. 

Only eight of the 24 starters 
were r unning at the finish as 
the tricky conditions forced a 
series of cars into retirement 
and created several spectacular 
accidents. 

The victory was Senna’s 
fourth of the season and came 
in his jpenuftimate -. race for the 
McLaren team before moving 
* to join rivals Williams in 1994, 

Senna triumphed in a win- 
ning time of one boor, 40 
nnnutues and 27,912 seconds 
at an average speed of 185.612 
kph. Finishing 11.435 seconds 
clear of Prost, who led for a 1 
long spell early in the race after 
Senna had made his initial pit 


DALLAS (AP) — Just one 
error near the end of an other- 
wise inspired programme cost 
Brian Boftano at Skate Amer- 
ica. 

The beneficiary was 1992 
Olympic champion Viktor Pet- 
renko of Ukraine, who won 
the free skate and the gold 
medal Saturday at the first 


title, with great help from an 
equipment problem for Amer- 
ican Tonya Harding. 

Bayul was the survivor in a 
free skate marked by weak 
performances from nearly the 
entire field. The 15-year old 
Bayul, malting her U.S. debut, 
fell twice on triple jumps and 
cut another to a double when 


major international event of' she got too dose to the side 
the season. Petrenko touched a wall. But her showmanship 


Prost now heads the cham- 
pionship winch he has already , 
won, with 93 points. H31 is 
second with 65 points and Sen- 
na third on 63- 


hand down on one triple jump, 
but the rest of his routine was 
impressive enough to give him 
the nod with four of toe seven 
judges. When Boitano popped 
a triple axel into a single, it 
provided enough margin for 
Petrenko to win. 

“Yeah, that was it,” Boitauo 
said of the difference in the 
pfcrfromances. “But I also 
didn’t put in two triple-triple 
combinations Tm planning for 
nationals. That could make a 

unXCTCQCC- 

Oksana Bayul, Petrenko’s 
countrywoman arid the reign- 
ing world champion, gave 
Ukraine a sweep ajf the singles 


She was allowed to repair it 
— at one point, Harding grab- 
bed a screwdriver to fix it — 
and then continue. But she was 
flat after that, falling on a 
double axel and cutting a triple 
salchow to a double. 

“I was feeling really good 
about my p rogr am me,*' she 
said. “I was happy, I was 
pushing and not having any 
problems breathing. 

was superb. “They told me the choice is 

*Tm not that happy about to let everybody finish and 
my performance,” she said then come back, or to take two 
through a translator. “I didn't minutes to fix it. I think I made 

do everything I set out to do. the right choice. I just should 
m try to show it the next have taken the whole two mi- 
time." notes." 

Harding, winner of the tech- Harding, of Portland, Ore, 
pkai prog ramme Friday, fol- left the ice in tears, but to a 
lowed. She was doing well, standing ovation. She wound 
hitting three triple jumps, '■-up third, 
when «h<» suddenly stopped* Surya Bonaly of France 
performing about three mi- somehow grabbed second 
notes into her routine. The place, even though die messed 
1991 U.S. champion, who has . up four jumps, including a 
Had nothing but problems on ■ quadruple salchow to open. 


lowed by Boitano, Alexei 
Urmanov of Russia and 1990- ' 
91 U.S. champion Todd 
Eldredge % 

“I flunk at first I thought I 
had won," Boitauo- said “I 
asked someone and they said I 
was second." 


MISSING 




and off the ice since, skated to 
the judges and delayed a 
loose skate on her right foot 


’ The crowd also gave Boitano 
a standing ovation at the end of 
his programme then booed 
when the scoreboard showed 
Petrenko as the winner, fol- 


Filippina national, Jer- 
mifyn R. Dayirt has left 
her place of work and 
■ has not returned. 

For any information ab- 
out the maid call 
Zahran Police station or 
tel.: 625102 issa AI 
Saoud. 


LOOKING FOR JOB 

Abdul Baqi, a graduate'from Science Uni- 
versity in India, fluent in English. 

Cal! tel.: 655338 or write to: 

P.O. Box 7363, Ammqn. 


MODERN AND NEW APi 


A deluxe ground floor flat, about 1 70 sq.m, in Shmeisani, near 
Tyche Hotel. 3 bedrooms, big kitchen, 2 bathrooms, very 
large L-shaped salon, and large separate garden all around < 
that flat With separate heating and telephone. 

Please contact 627088 V 


MICHAEL BEAUTY SALON 

Has welcomed American designer '■.".V; 

Ahmad Darner, with 12 years ex- * > 
perience, in Joining our team. vJf. 

He is available for all types of 
permanents, coloring and unique 
cuts. 

For reservation please call 
687012. 

Shmelaanl near Bird Garden. 

10% discount wttfi ecu 


(3) apartments in new butlcfing. at best location in Sweifieh, Amman, 
Each contains 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living, dining, family room, 
central T.V., separate heating and balcony, telephone available. 

Address: Abdullah Ben Taroq St Build. No. 24. 

. Owner’s telephone: (822771M818582) 


FURNISHED SEMI-VILLA 

3 bedrooms (One master), 3 bathrooms, salon, dining 
room, sitting room, T.V. . room. 220 sq. metre. 

Phis garden, garage, telephone. 

JD 9,000 yearly, contact 823045 
Duty unpaid Mercedes 500 SEL 
For Sale 


Pleaai 

cell y 


^TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS 

VILLA FOR RENT A LOfS OF FLATS , WITH OR 
WITHOUT FURNITURE v - 

JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 
Tel: 829082/829883 







FOR RENT 


Most elegant pent-house, fully furnished, 2 bed- 
rooms, 2 bathrooms, dining and living room, 
beautiful terraces, American kitchen fully equip- 
ped. SUPERB location, must see to appreciate. 
Rent negotiable. 

Call 828391 If Interested. 


Jeans wear 
watches 


Before the 


Jibal Amman - FI rat Circle 
Rainbow Street, entrance 
to the Arab Bank 
P.O. Box 2245 - TeL 623288 - Fax 


LUXURIOUS BRAND-NEW 


First floor of 220 sq.m, in a two-floor building located in the 
best residential area, between the 5th & 4th Circles, 147 
Zahran Street — Jabal Amman. 

Consists oh Large salon, dining room, 2 double bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, laundry room with fully automatic W.M., 3 
balconies, fully-equipped kitchen with refrigerator & deep- 
freezer. 

Central heating, telephone, colour T.V., video and stereo. Car 
park available. 

If Interested please call teL 671509 


A SUPER DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT 
Place: Tla* AI All, Amman. 


Modern Furnished Apartments 

Hr Studio of one bedroom, kite hen and bathroom. 

* One bedroom, living room, kitchen and bathroom. 

* Two bedrooms, llvlng-dlning room, kitchen and bathroom. 

☆ Three bedrooms, two living rooms, dining room, kitchen and 2 
bathrooms. Central heating and telephones. 

Location: A- Jabal Amman between 3rd & 4th Circles ' 

B- Shmeisani near Birds Garden. 

Owner’s telj 667862 - 642351 


RAIN AND SNOW ! 

Start Christmas shopping now. You have better 
ch oice a nd no crowds. 

ajani" 


3 bedrooms, nicely deco- 
rated sitting room, beauti- 
fully decorated salon, 3 
bathrooms, American 
kitchen, garage accom- 
modating 2 to 3 cars, gar- 
den. For inquiry and more 
details you may call: 
909925, Zerfca. 


TT .1 1 


its 


AL-ZAMIL 

AIR CONDITIONERS 


The only air conditioners that proved their high quality 
all over the Middle East area 

provided with: 

* Warranty for one year 
☆ After sale maintenance 
All types & sizes are available at 
Mechanical Engineers - Abdul Rahim Taha 
Tel. 611996, fox 624689, Tlx. 21680 ARTCO 
& MEC Trading Corp. Tel. 642722 


Amra Hotel — Amman. 

International company seeks 
General Managers 

■ » 

for local and international branches 
minimu m 3 to 5 years experience. 

University graduate, 
fluent In English and Arabic. 
Strong sales and communication skills. 
Flexible, energetic team player. 

Please send CV and cover letter to: 
Human Resources 
P.O.Box 960913 
Amman - Jordan 


I Guana 


TeL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


I Cinema 


TeL: 6992361 


JURASSIC PARK 

Shows; 12J0, 330. &15. 8:30. 1*30 


CONCORD ~T 

. Dustin Hoffman 

Accide nt al Haro 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15, 830, 10:30 

CONCORD * 2 ’ 

Faten Hamameh — in 

Land of Dreams 

Shows: 1230, 3:15. &00. 8:15 „ 


Madiha Kamel / Mahmoud Hamidah 


THE DEVIL'S GATE 


Shows: 1230, 3:15, 5:00. 6:45. 8:30. 10:30 


TeL': 675571 

MAM AI Masted Tbaatm 

presents ^jP^ n w jj^J d: 

A popular pofitical comedy 
-Actors; Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan AI Shaer, Fuad Shomafi 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold aH day - 


Nabfl & Hteftarnfe TeL: 625155 

AHLAN TMEATBB , 

The political comedy 

WELCOME ABAB SUBMIT 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 
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Hurd: Syria waists 
peace with Israel 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said after talks 
with President Hafez AJ Assad 
that Syria was not hardening its 
line on Middle East and 
Damascus wanted a peace pact 
with Israel. 

Asked in an interview with 
British television whether the 
Syrians were hardening their 
line on the peace talks, Mr. 
Hurd said: 

“No I do not think so. They 
are nonplussed by the Israel- 
PLO agreement which caught 
them ty surprise, but I have 
the strong impression here that 
they want to see a peace agree- 
ment between Syria and 
Israel.” 

“I am impressed by the 
seriousness here and I am sure 
that Israel is serious. It is a 
matter of finding the right time 
for them to come together 
again and have the right flex- 
■ ibility on both sides once they 
come together to reach an 
agreement.” 

Mr. Hurd had more than 
three hours talks with Mr. 
Assad Saturday on the Arab- 
Israeli peace negotiations and 
bow to break a deadlock on the 
Syrian- Israeli track. 

He said prolonged delay in 
the resumption of peace talks 
would have a bad impact on 
the whole peace process. 

A transcript of his interview 
was released by the British 
embassy on Sunday. 


opposed to the PLO-fsrael 
agreement could express their 
views about the accord if they 
did so peacefully. 

A 10-member Palestinian 
alliance formed after the 
launch of the Arab-Israeli 
peace talks in 1991 strongly 
condemned the PLO-Israe! 
agreement and vowed to Foil it. 

“People are allowed to ex- 
press their views. Naturally I 
support the Israel- PLO agree- 
ment,’* Mr. Hurd said. 
“Others in the Arab World, 
others in Israel have different 
views. They wilt certainly find 
ways of expressing them. 

“What is important that 
these arguments should be 
peaceful, they should be argu- 
ments of words and not of 
bombs and bullets.” Mr. Hurd 
said. 


‘Syria rejected secret 
ehajuB]’ 


Syria recently rejected 
Israeli offers to open a secret 
negotiating channel and to call 
a summit between foreign 
ministers, an Israeli daily re- 
ported Sunday. 

The respected daily Haaretz, 


quoting high-ranking political 
eli t 


' S^ria strongly criticised the 


PLO-Israel interim agreement 
signed in Washington last 
month which granted limited 
autonomy to Palestinians in 
the occupied territories. It has 
threatened to boycott the next 
round of talks with Israel in 
Washington. 

Talks between Syria and 
Israel made no tangible prog- 
ress in 11 rounds held in 
Washington after the opening 
of the Middle East peace con- 
ference in Madrid in 1991. 

Syria wants foil Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights, while Israel says it is 
ready only for a partial with- 
drawal in return for full norma- 
lisation of relations including 
the establishment of diploma- 
tic ties. 

In a separate interview with ■ 
the BBC; World Service, of 
which a transcript was also 
released, Mr. Hurd said he 
feared that delay in the re- 
sumption of talks between 
Syria and Israel would endan- 
ger the peace process. He 
urged both sides to show flex- 
ibility. 

“My belief is that the bilater- 
al talks should resume as soon - 
as may be, obviously there is 
no point in resuming until 
there is some possibility of 
progress. 

"There are dear dangers if 
the dealy continues. I am not 
saying it has to start again next 
week, but if month followed 
month and there was not re- 
newal of this process... then I 
think the situation and the 
apathy on both sides would 
begin to deteriorate to go 
wrong.” 

. Mr. Hurd said Damascus- 
based Palestinian groups 


sources, said the Israeli prop- 
osals were amde through the 
United States. 

The paper said Israel also 
made dear to the Syrians that 
it was wtiling to convene a 
summit between Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
President Assad - under U.S. 
auspices. _ 


The paper did not say if the 
proposals were made through 
U.S. envoy Dennis Ross, who 
met with Mr. Assad and Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk A1 
Sharaa last Thursday after 
meeting in occupied Jeru- 
salem. 

Mr. Ross was in the Middle 
East in an attempt to break the 
stalemate in Israeli -Syrian 
peace talks, and declined to 
give journalists details about 
his eight hours of talks in 
Damascus. 

Mr. Rabin's spokesman Gad 
Ben-Ari, asked about the 
Haaretz report, said that 
“naturally Dennis Ross met 
with the Israeli prime minis- 
ter... and then met with the 
Syrian leadership and discus- 
sed with them what he heard 
here in Jerusalem.” 

“Beyond that I cannot talk 
about a specific message other 
than to say that Israel has an 
interest in seeing the negotia- 
tions with Syria continue and 
we would do whatever is possi- 
ble to see them become more 
fruitful," Mr. Ben-Ari added. 

Earlier this month, the daily 
Yedioth Ahronoth reported 
that Mr. Assad bad said he was 
ready to meet Mr. Rabin in 
Washington by the end of the 
year if Syria received Israeli 
clarifications on its willingness 
to withdraw from the Golan 
Heights. 

President Bill Ointon, asked 
about a possible Assad-Rabin 
summit by Israel Radio in 
Washington said only “we’ll 
have to see,” adding that the 
talks would have to reconvene 
' first. 


Haiti army backs compromise 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (AFP) — 
Haiti’s military expressed sup- 
port Sunday for a proposal by a 

g roup of parliamentarians to 
reak the deadlock in a U.N. 
plan to restore democracy in 
Haiti. 

The legislators, who are 
opposed to deposed President 
Jean-Bertr*\ - Aristide, call 
for parliament to vote simul- 
taneously on an amnesty for 
army chief Raoul Cedras and 
others who took part in the 
1991 coup and on a measure to 
separate the police and the 
army. 


' Mr. Aristide has insisted 
that the police be separated 
from the army and put under 
civilian control before his re- 
turn, scheduled for Oct. 30. 
Both forces have been accused 
of human rights abuses and 
political repression. 

The military said in a state- 
ment that it backed “all steps 
leatfing towards a favourable 
. framework for a peaceful tran- 
sition.” 

“The military institution 
backs the initiative of all in- 
terested sectors in national 
life... which has the clear sup- 


port of the international com- 
munity,” it sand. 

In Washington, Vice- 
President Ai Gore said Sunday 
that reports of a deal to resolve 
the crisis in Haiti were “a very 
encouraging sign of progress.” 

Under the U.N.-sponsored 
Governors Island agreement 
signed in July, Mr. Aristide 
issued an amnesty for crimes 
committed during the coop. 
But General Cedras failed to 
step down accordingly on Oct. 
15, insisting that the amnesty 
be first approved by parlia- 
ment. 


Arafat visitto France — 
more business than politics 


From Wafa Anar in Paris 


PALESTINE Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat has ended his 
first visit to France after the 
signing of the Israel-PLO 
accord with promises of French 
political and financial support 
for Palestinian self-rule in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

Mr. Arafat, who described 
bis visit as “very good and very 
fruitful,” said he discussed m 
detail with French President 
Francois Mitterand and other 
senior French officials, “prac- 
tical issues such as the restruc- 
turing and building of the fu- 
ture Palestinian state." 

PLO officials accompanying 
Mr. Arafat said the visit “was 
very fruitful economically, par- 
ticularly since France promised 
to help the PLO get financial 
assistance for existing Palesti- 
nian institutions inside the 
occupied territories threatened 
with collapse as a result of the 
PLO’s financial crisis." 

A former senior French offi- 
cial said Mr. Arafat's visit to 
France was considered as a 
symbolic return for France to 
play a role in the peace process 
after its marginalisation by the 
U.S. However, although politi- 
cally marginalised, France can 
be economically active in the 
restructuring of the Palestinian 
economy. Ire said. 

The nature of the visit was 
“economic rather than politic- 
al... it was a business visit,” 
one French source said. 

Mr. Arafat spent much of his 
private time meeting with 
French businessmen at Hotel 
de CrUlon. 

Sources also said Mr. Arafat 
met secretly with Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz, 
who was in Paris for treatment. 
Mr. Arafat denied having met 
with Mr. Aziz, but the sources 
said they met when Mr. Ara- 
fate suddenly disappeared 
from the hotel Thursday night. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Yasser Abed Rabbo 
said France p' ’ised to push 
for Europea:, p~jUdpation in 
the running co<t of the future 
Palestinian entity in the occu- 
pied territories. He said the 
Palestinians’ initial estimate 


cost and "police, the PLO was 
concerned with saving Palesti- 
nian institutions threatened . 
with closure as a result of the 
PLO’s financial crisis. 

Faisal Husseini, head of the 
Palestinian team accompany- 
ing Mr. Arafat, said on the 
official level, “France prom- 
ised to help save these institu- 
tions which need almost $20 
million monthly.” 

Such institutions indude uni- 
versities, hospitals, schools, 
and social services institutions. 
Mr. Husseini said the PLO was 


pushing for the speedy imple- 
elopmenl 


for running costs are approx- 
imately- $120 million. France 


has also expressed willingness 
to receive Palestinians for 
police training. 

In addition to the running 


mentation of development pro- 
jects inside the occupied terri- 
tories, and the need for 
Europe to start financing and 
supporting the Palestinian eco- 
nomy before the five-year in- 
terim period begins. 

PLO officials said that 
Europe was ready to finance 
development projects only af- 
ter the actual implementation 
of these projects begins, but 
the PLO was seeking early 
European assistance. 

“France pledged to provide 
financial and technical assist- 
ance to the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority and to Palestfr ' in 
administrations, in addition to 
training of police and technical 
assistance and cooperation 
with the future Palestinian 
television and radio that are 
being set up, as well as playing 
a leading role in water treat- 
ment and the building of a port 
in Gaza Strip,” one PLO offi- 
cial said. 

Former French Prime Minis- 
ter Michel Rocard told the 
Jordan Times he hopes 
“France would contribute to 
the building of the Palestinian 
governing authority, and 
someday the Palestinian state, 
m terms of technical and finan- 
cial assistance.” Mr. Rocard 
was among many former 
French officials who visited 
Mr. Arafat in his hotel. 

A PLO official maintained 
that Europe and the U.S. were 
competing over the Middle 
East region, and both were 
seeking to economically be- 
nefit from the implementation 
of the PLO-Israel accord. 

There are serious concerns 
- in Palestinian circles that Israel 
would slow down the process 
of implementation of the 
accord. Having signed the dec- 
laration of principles with the 
PLO, Israel would seek to 
reach a peace agreement with 


Syria, and lift the Arab trade 
boycott and focus less on 
achieving progress on the 
Palesfinian-Israeii track, the 
official maintained. 

PLO officials said Mr. Ara- 
fat was seeking assurances that 
Israel would not attempt to 
delay the implementation of 
the PLO-Israel accord. 

At the same time, the PLO 
was concerned with the slow 
progress on the Syrian-Israeli 
and Syrian-Lebanesc tracks of 
negotiations. 

A PLO official said it is 
expected that Syria would very 
soon sign a peace agreement 
with Israel. Before his depar- 
ture from Paris to Tunis, Mr. 
Arafat told reporters that Syria 
would soon reach a peace 
accord with Israel. 

“Very soon, there will be 
significant progress on the 
Syrian-Israeli track of negotia- 
tions especially after the mes- 
sage that (U.S. peace coordi- 
nator) Dennis Ross carried 
from (Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak) Rabin to Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez Al Assad, which 
will also reflect positively on 
the Lebanese-Israeti track,” 
Mr. Arafat said. 

According to PLO officials, 
Mr. Rabin had previously sent 
a message to Mr. Assad urging 
him to ban Hizbollah from 
functioning from southern 
Lebanon, an act which would 
entail immediate Israeli with- 
drawal from the South. 


“Immediately after the sign- 
ing of the PLO-Israel accord. 


Rabin was deliberately de- 
laying any progress on the 
Syrian-Israeli track in order to 
gain time to prepare his public 
opinion for another shock,” a 
senior PLO official said. “It 
1 seems that the U.S., which has 
pushed for pro g ress on the 
Syrian track, has succeeded in 
getting both sides to accept a 
compromise.” 

Former Lebanese President 
Amin Gemayel told the Jordan 
Times that the Lebanese peo- 
ple hoped that the PLO-Israel 
accord would lead to signifi- 
cant progress on the Lebanese- 
Lsraeli track of negotiations.. 

Mr. Gemayel, who also met 
with Mr. Arafat in Paris, said: 
“The Lebanese people, whose 
dignity was stamped and whose 
will was confiscated and whose 
independence was not fulfilled, 
should benefit from the chance 
of achieving peace in the re- 
gion.” 


Transvestites , politics hurst onto Jordan news stands 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Newspapers in 
Jordan have taken on a new 
vitality, raising sensitive so- 
cial and political issues. 

Shihan, a lively indepen- 
dent political weekly, recent- 
ly shocked readers in the 
socially conservative King- 
dom t>y carrying a series of 
articles on transvestites in 
Jordan. 

Officials denounce the 
newspaper as cheap and sen- 
sational — even while many 
read it regularly. 

But the tabloid has become 
a success story, offering a 
wide range of political news, 
combative editorials, official 
gossip and social and person- 
al columns. 

“We are successful because 
we present news in a satirical 
fashion and this is more 
appealing to people than the 
serious preaching-like 
approach which is still com 
mon,” said Nidal Mausour 
one of the tabloid's editors 

Like many of those provid 
ing the vitality behind Jor 
dan’s main newspapers, Mr 
Mansour returned from 
Kuwait during the Gulf crisis 
and under emerging demo- 
cracy, helped inject new life 
into the Kingdom's staid 
media. 

Named after a southern 
Jordan mountain peak. Shi- 
han claims it sells 109.000 
copies a week — a high figure 
in Jordan where the popula- 
tion is a little more than four 
million. 

“We care about hearing 
the government view but we 
criticise it forcefully and 



versed 


restrictions imposed 
on party newspapers in 1957 
after leftist attempts to stage 
a coup.. 

The growth of new dailies 
has been limited by laws re- 
quiring them to have about 
$70,000 in capital before 
being licensed. 

Traditional dailies say in- 
dependent weeklies and par- 
ty newspapers have neither 
affected their calculation nor 
their advertising share. 

But the established dailies 
which generally toe the offi- 
cial line have a powerful edge 
— they are backed by the 
government which has own- 
ership stakes in each of them. 

The government wholly 
owns the national television 
and radio network and the 
official press agency. 


about 5,000, broke a widely- 
suppressed story of the 


arrests of a group of army 
id of plotting to 


cadets accuse c 
kill King Hussein.' 

Mr. Nuniri is awaiting trial 
for contempt of court along 
with one of his reporters, 
Ramadan Al Rawashaeh, for 
their coverage of the defence 
case in the open State Secur- 
ity Court. 

Censorship ebbs and flows 
but still exists although it has 
eased dramatically since King 
Hussein began democratic re- 
forms after anti-government 
riots in 1989. 


Many media people com- 
plain mat Jordan bas taken a 


Critics of the upstart pap- 


ers say they have failed to 
prove their credibility and 
have been unable so far to 
balance party ideology with 


step backwards under a 
vaguely-worded 10-month- 
old press law governing who 
is a iniim^ii*"' and the limits 
of press rreeaom. 

The Ministry of Informa- 
tion has floated the idea of a 
genera] ethics code for the 


objective reporting, 
out the dailies, used to 


press, which many journalists 
see as institutionalised self- 


years of censorship and self- 
censorship, clearly trail be- 
hind the new weeklies in rais- 
se native political and so- 
issues. 


in 


With the enactment c? the Political Parties Law late last year 
and a new Press and Publication Law in mid-1993, the 
newspaper industry fe ouB&roaraiog In Jordan (file photo) 

aggressively." said Mr. Man- 
sour. 

News stands • are now 
crowded with nine weekly 
newspapers run by pro-Iraqi 
Baathist, communist, leftist 


and nationalist political par- 
ties. There are also eight in- 
dependent weeklies, four 
main commercial dailies and 
a financial daily newspaper. 

A recent press law re- 


“We have an important 
role to play and our absence 
leaves a vacuum,” said Jamil 
Al Nimri, head of the coun- 
try's leading leftist Arabic 
weekly Al Ahali. It is run by 
the Jordan Democratic Peo- 
’ pie’s Party, a former offshoot 
of a hardline, Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation fac- 
.tion. 

Mr. Nimiri's paper, which 
has a weekly circulation of 


censorship. 

The government says it 
needs to maintain controls to 
safeguard national interests. 

“The problem is that most 
Arab states believe that any 
remark against them is bles- 


sed by the government and 
‘ jrefoi 


therefore they take it very 
seriously," said one official. 
.“Journalists themselves, also 
have to respect the law be- 
cause democracy does not 
mean anarchy.” 


Illustrating the fear many 


officials have of being quoted 
by name in the stili-develop- 


Jordan, Tunisia agree 
to increase cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
and Tunisia have reached 
tentative agreements to ex- 
pand their maritime and air 
transport links and increase 
trade between them. Minister 
of Industry and Trade Bassam 
Al Saket said Sunday. 

Dr. Saket tokl Petra upon 
his return after a several-day 
visit to Tunis, where he met 
with government officials and 
co-diahred a meeting of the 
Joint Jordanian-Tuniaau com- 
mittee, that he signed the mi- 
nutes of deliberations with 
Tunisian ministers and officials 
which call for a reexamination 
of die 1981 bilateral trgde 
agreement and new measures 
to interact with new economic 
situations in the two countries. 

Dr. Saket said an agreement 
reached on preparing lists of 
commodities for exchange 
would be reviewed by a joint 
committee to convene next 
month in Amman. 

These lists contain the categ- 
ory and types of goods from 
Jordan and Tunisia that would 
•v* ** Tempted from customs 


duty npou entering either 
country, he said. 

The Tunisian and Jordanian 
trade centres m Amman and 
Turns will be allowed to sell 
goods worth $10 million each 
year. 

The minutes provided for 
the two countries to give pre- 
ference in the exchange of 
Tunisian olive oil for Jordanian 
potash and medicines and for 
launching joint ventures. 

The two sides initialled an 
agreement on maritime trans- 
port and invited the govern- 
ments of Jordan and Tunisia to 
call for a meeting by the civil 
aviation authorities of the two 
countries to meet and d is cuss 
closer cooperation between 
their national airlines. 


The minutes, according to 
Dr. Saket. covered coopera- 
tion in the fields of social de- 
velopment, sports and youth. 
Also set up was a coordination 
and follow committee to con- 
vene every six months in Am- 
man and Tunis to implement 
the agreements, he said. 


Al Ra’i columnist Salah 
Abdul Samad passes away 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jorda- 
nian journalist and editorial 
writer for Al Ra’i newspaper 
Salah Abdul Samad passed 
away in Amman Saturday af- 
ter a protracted battle with 
illness. He was 62. 

Born in Cairo in 1931, Mr. 
Abdul Samad came to Jordan 
before the 1967 war and 
worked for a number of 
newspapers in' the West 
Bank. 

Later be moved to Amman 
where he firet worked for Al 
Dustour daily, and then for 
Al Ra’i daily as a daily col- 
umnist and editorial writer. 

Mr. Abdul Samad is sur- 
vived by his wife, a son and a 
daughter. 

Mr. Abdul SamatFs col- 
umn, The Local Horizon, 
which was brief but precise, 
enjoyed a wide readership. 
He used to tackle issues that 
pertain to people’s daily 



Salah Abdul Samad (1931-93) 


fives. 

Mr. Abdul Samad gained 
the respect of fellow journal- 
ists as a credible and moder- 
ate writer with gentle and 
friendly manners. 


‘Meat legislation’ may be 
latest obstacle to peace 


TEL AVIV (AP) — War and 
peace shared the spotlight Sun- 
day with a matter no less 
potentially explosive to Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's 
rickety coalition: The import 
of non-kosher meat. • 

The latest flap between Mr. 
Rabin’s secular and religious 
partners was triggered Friday, 
when Israel's high court voided 
an informal decades-old ban 
on such imports. 

Implementing the ruling 
would likely force the fervently 
religious Shas party, whose 
support is seen as critical to 
future peace moves, out of the 
coalition. 

Passing legislation explicitly 
forbidding the imports would* 
enable the ban to continue and 
satisfy Shas — but would deep- 


ly offend the dovish Meretz 
bloc, whose 12 members are 
fervently opposed to any new 
religious legislation. 

Mr. Rabin also faces trou- 
bles from within his own 
Labour Party, with some mem- 
bers threatening to vote 
against the proposed annual 
budget next Wednesday. Re- 
jection of the budget, by Israeli 
law, would bring down the 
government. 

Avi Yehezkel, one of four 
rogue legislators, said he 
would only vote for the budget 
if the government proved it 
was acting to reduce tbe 10 per 
cent unemployment and bail 
out Israel Aircraft Industries, 
which is planning to lay off 
about 1,000 workers. 


Changes produce dull campaigning 


ing society, the official asked 
to remain anonymous. 


(Cootmued from page 1) 
Farfaan. 

The government limita-- 
tions on holding public meet- 
ings bas been cited by the 
IAF and other two leftist 
parties as evidence that the 
government is interfering in 
the elections. 

The IAF, the Jordanian 
People Democratic Popular 
Unity Party and the Jorda- 
nian People’s Democracy 
Party have accused tbe gov- 
ernment of electoral irregu- 
larities, saying that its action 


have given them reason to 
doubt that the elections will 
be beld freely and fairly. 

The government rejects 
these charges saying its 
moves are sanctioned by the 
law. 

“Public rallies and tbe 
neutrality of government are 
essential for a healthy elec- 
tion campaigns," said Dr. 
Farfaan. Both are missing, he 
said. 

“No body expected such a 
campaign,” said Dr. Hamar- 
neh. 


To the readers of 
Al Ra’i 
and the 

Jordan Times 

Home delivery service now 
covers the following districts: 

Jabal Amman - from Second Circle to Biader 
Wadi Seer, Abdoun, Urn Uthaina, Swerfieh, 
Shmeisani, Al Hussein Housing Estate, 
Rabieh Housing Estate, Tlaa Al Ali, Khalda, 
Um Al Summaq, Wasfi Tell Street, Mecca 
Street, Al Rashid District, area opposite Uni- 
versity of Jordan,. University of Jordan Hous- 
ing Estate and Jubeiha. 

We win soon be covering more districts 

For information and subscription call 
teU 667171 extension 247 
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Freedom Statue 
returns to Capitol 
dome perch 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
bronze statue Freedom 
hoisted back . atop the Capifo 
dome by helicopter as Pi 
dent Bill Clinton aut 
thousands of spectators watcfry<^ 
ed from the plaza below. The t( 
bright orange heavy lift fadi*, . '* 
copter bore the statue with \r ■ ' 
ease above the trees rimming' 
the Capitol at the literal high 
point of ceremonies com- 
memorating the 200th 
anniversary of tbe meeting 
place of Congress. The event 
to return the 130-year-old 
sculpture was a month late and 
a cornerstone short, but the 
message for die nation, said 
Capitol architect George 
White, is “freedom reigns 
again." “Liberty is again in hei 
place,” said historian David 
McCtitagh ..as he opened th-j 
ceremony.. And Mr. Ointon, 
who followed a parade of con- 
gressional speakers, noted that 
Abraham LinColn said during 
the civil war the work on the 
Capitol and its crowning statue 
would continue because, “if 
people see the Capitol going 
on, it is a symbol that we 
intend the union to go on.” 


Joseph Kennedy 
marries aide 


BOSTON (AP) — As wedding 
guests offered a rousing chores 
of “when Irish eyes are smil- 
ing " U.S. Rep. Joseph P. ' 
Kennedy II walked down the 1 
aisle Saturday with his bride, 
Beth Kelly. Among the family *■ 
friends and politicians who .. 
turned out for the dv3 cere- 
mony at Kennedy's Boston 
home was exiled Haitian Presi- 
dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 

Mr. Kennedy, who supports 
returning Mr. Aristide to pow- 
er, greeted him with a hug, 
shook his hand and Dosed with 
him for photoj 


Rape victim 
attacked second 
time by rescuer 


NORRISTOWN, Pennsylva- 
nia (AFP) — A woman who 
was stranded in tbe streets 
after being raped was sexually 
assaulted a second time by a 
man who offered to help her. 
Police said the man found the 
26-year-old woman on a street 
in tbe middle of the night ie 
Norristown, Pennsylvania, and 
told her he would call author- 
ities for her from his home but 
then decided to rape her again. 


Woman offers her 
kidney in exchange 
fora job 


TOULOUSE. France (AP) — " 
An unemployed woman, ; 
saying she was ashamed of * 
living off welfare checks, tried 
to take out a newspaper ad 
offering her kidney for a job,' 
the paper reported Saturday. 
Tbe Depeche Du Midi, or 
Southern Dispatch, said it 
turned down the ad because 
French law prohibits the sale qj 
human body parts, bnt the 
paper interviewed tbe woman 
instead. “Woman, 42 years 
old, very nice appearance, ex- 
cellent health but in need, 
offers a kidney to someone 
able to provide a lasting and ' 
legal job," read the ad she sent 
to die regional paper. “I'm ■ 
ashamed of this assistance 
money I’ve been getting for the- 
past three months. I just want 
work,” the woman, identified^ 
only as “Madame J.” said inaii^ 
interview with the paper. 
absolutely must keep m) 
anonymity so that those dose 
to me don’t find out in what 
extreme conditions I live in,’, 
said the former saleswoman 
among tbe 11.7 per cent o 
France’s work force that it 
unemployed. Divorced am 
raising a young daughter, sra 
receives 2,300 francs ($400) » 
month in unemployment pay. 
merits. The paper slid she I os 
her son in a car accident. 


Policeman bomber 
arrested after 
13 years on run 


OXNARD, California (AFP/ \ 
— A policeman who pleader**' 
guilty in the bombing of at 
abandoned sewage plant wink 
on duty has been arrested aftffl ' . 
13 years on the lam, poUct 
said. Joseph Harper, 45, haf 
*been at large since 1980, wfotf 
he failed to appear for Jw 
sentencing while out on baiL -A . - 
former policeman in New York 
State, Mr. Hardier pleader ^ 
guilty in 1979 to c rimi nal mis 
chief in explosions at a utifitie; 
plant, railway tracks and ai 
abandoned sewage treatmcnV 
plant while on duty, causing 
some £200,000 m damage. 


